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TO THE READER. 


1 HESE Maxims, though unverially read, 
and, as Voltaire remarks of the m, repeated by 
heart by every body in France, are not much 


known in our co untry to the mere Enghih 


1 reader; and perhaps from this reaſon: the 


or axioms than ours, and gives more meaning 
cen Tn fingle words, than can be ex preſſed in 


Eugliſh by whole 6 therefore is better 


dapted to the purpole of conveying to the mind 


images that, from their excellence and utility, 
ought to fix and dwell there; An impreſſion 
cannot remain on the memory, if the meaning 
does not come full, clear and certain. This effect 
ſeldom, if ever, produced by the beſt writings 


n proſe; for, in our wiſhes to revolve on what 


French languag: e is more abundant in lavings 
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we have read, the memory, if incompetent at 


retention of the original words, lays hold of 
the firſt of a ſimilar tendency that occur—and 
by this fallible latitude of expreſſion, the thought 
may either be entirely miſſed, or at the beſt fo 
confounded in extraneous words, as not io be 
clearly diſtinguiſhed ; but the limitation of num 
bers in verſe protects the Author's meaning 
from thoſe dangers, if the ſubſtance is of that 
importance to qwell ſo ſtrongly upon the read- 
er's mind, as to induce bim afterwards to ap- 
ply it to oœcaſions of common life. The claim of 
the Duke de la Rochefoucault's Maxims to an 
attention of this nature, it is to be hoped, will 
juſtify the motives for preſenting them to the 
world in Engliſh verſe, which however defi- 
cient of, the incomparable Author's true ſpirit, 
pardon may be jultly expected for the non- 


Performance of an impoſlibility, 


Some 
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Some Account of the Life and Writings of 
Francis VI. 


DUKE DE 1.A ROCHEFOUCAULT. 


(or Huſtrious Author was born in 1613, and 


flouriſhed in that zenith of French maguiſicence, the 


iplendid reign of Lewis XIV. juſtly termed the Au- 


guſtan Age. His phyſiognomy, ſays Madame de 


Maintenon, was ingenuous, his carriage noble. His 


learning was more what might be termed faſhionable 


than deep, but his wit was brilliant. The time of 


his birth was the period when the national manners, 


as well as an univerſal ardour for pre-eminence, were 
at their eriſis; for the power of the Great, whether in 
birth or talents, reſtrained by the vigilant and deſpo- 
tic adminiſtration of Cardinal de Richelieu, ſtruggled 
*zainkt authority: but the ſpirit of diſcontent ſoon 


vielded to that of Court intrigue, whigh was then of 


[OT a nature 
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a nature far different from its preſent acceptation: 


its machinations were employed to render its poſ- 


ſeſlors either formidable or neceſſary. It might 
be ſuppoſed that the tools ulcd in thoſe arts 


were adapted only to flatter and to pleaſe 3 but in 


thoſe times ambition, the ſoul of this intrigue, gave 
activity to wit, courage, talents, and even to virtue. 


Such eſtects arbitrary power may produce, when an 


able Miniſter is the agent. At the death of Riche- 
lieu tactic revived, the minority of Lewis XIV „ap- 


pearing to the diſcontented Nobleſſe a favourable 


moment to reaſſume their influence over public af. 


fairs. Oar Avthor, then youns and enterpriſing. 
we | , ) wt } 82 


attracted by the general movement, engaged in the 


war of La Fronde; a wer ridiculous and impolitic, 


made without object, plan, or chief; produced by the 


endeavours of men lels ſimulated by ambitious views, 
than urged by wearineſs of inactivity and ſubmifhon, 


The Duke de la Rochefoucault entered on thoſe 


meaſures with eagerneſs ; but his impetuoiity to re- 
liaquiſh them far exceeded his zeal in their purſuit : 
with this change, as a pohtical apoſtacy, he is re- 


proached 


tt Dule De La Roch hls: vii 


grodched by the Cardinal de Retz, which the Pr clats 
aitributes to an irreſoluteneſs of diſpoſition that he 
cannot account for, yer candour might advance theſe 
reaſons : With the docile complaiſance of his na- 
ture, his eafinets of manners likely to adopt any thing 
propoſed, and a taſte for gallantry, it was diflicult to 
avoid entering into ſome party at Court, where all 


was party, and where none could remain neutral 


without being accuſed of weakneſs; but with a mind 


elevated as his was, a rectitude of principle, and a 


profundity of judgment, how could he be expected for 
any continuance to devote himſelf to cabals, in which 


the public good was but a pretext to carry on mea» 


tures really proceeding from private venality, and cal- 


r 


culated to gratity the reſpective wiſhes of each ſelfiſh. 


3 
1 


individual, for ſo it moſt commonly is in luch. patri- 
otic junto's? With all his noble tendencics, the Duke, 
from his warmth of imagination, in the early part of 


his life ſuffered himſelf to be led into dangerous con- 


aections; yet that ſame energy of character, on a 


conviction of its propricty, induced him to retire and 


embrace a life of ſecluſion, in which he fixed for the 
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n Account of the Li ife and Fritags of 
remainder of his days, cultivating the tranquil plea» 
{ures of the mind in the enjoyment of friendſhip and 

polite ſociety. His Platonic union to the hour of his 
death with Madame de la Fayette was pure, and con- 
ſidered exemplary. His houſe was the rendezvous for 
thoſe reſplendent characters of his day, who were diſ- 
tinguiſhed for wit, talents and politeneſs—it was in 
the midſt of this choice ſcleQion of company that he 
compoſed his Maxims ; and yet it may be aſked, it 
he drew the principle of ſuch ſevere comments upon. 


mankind from his obſervations in thoſe circles? 


His Memoirs of Anne of Auftria, relict of Lewis 
XIII. and regent during the minority of Lewis XIV. 
are written with ſpirit, elegance and truth: but the 
work does not now create the intereſt it did at the time 
it appeared in the world; many of the perſonages 
therein pourtrayed were then living, and the memory 
of others was ill recent. Bay le gocs too far in placing 
thoſe Memoirs above Cæſar's Commentaries, for poſ- 
terity has judged differently: it was his Maxims 
and Moral Reflections alone that gave celebrity to the 


name 


appeared anonymous, and excited great curioſity: 


it was read with avidity, and attacked with equal vio- 


lence: it went through many editions in France, and 


was tranſlated into many languages. It has laid the 
foundation for numberleſs other literary productions, 
and has at all times been both admired and cenſured, 


None but a man immacuate humſelt, both: in morals 


and reputation, could have a right to attribute even 


the moſt generous action to intereſted and unworthy 


motives :. yet, ſtrange in the annals of frailty, Roche- 
foucauit in his perſonal conduct exempliſied thoſe 
virtues, of which in his Maxims he even ſeems to 
doubt the very exiſtence ;. for, whilſt his poſitions 
reduce friendſhip to an interchange of good offices, 


where each party propolcs to be the gainer, he was 


himſelf the moſt tender, faithful and diſintereſted : 


friend. Perſonal courage, ſays Madame de Mainte- 
non, his pen treats as either artifice or folly, and yet 
he poſſeſied valourin the extreme; this virtue, which 
he ſeems only to think imaginary, ſhone in his own 
<xploits at t the ſiege of Bourdeaux, The following 


cir- 


© the Duke De La Rochefoucauit, ie 


name of the Duke de la Rochefoucault : this work 
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1 Account of the Life and Writings of 


circumſtance will ſhew the influence he held over his 


royal maſter, and the good purpoſes he put it to: 
Lewis XIV. having appointed Mareſchal Boufflers to 


the command of the forces deſtined to act in the war 


of 1688, Rubantel, his ſenior both in age and rank, 


reſented what he conſidered an act of injuſtice; and 


took every opportunity to manifeſt his diſcontent, 
Shortly after, at a review, Rubantel, on hearing 
Boufflers order his regiment to file off before him, 


got into his carriage, and ſet off for Paris, ta 


avoid faluting the Mareſchal: Boufflers com- 


plaining of this inſtance of diſreſpect and iuſub- 


o 


_ ordination to the King, he, much incenſed, reſolved 


A 


to deprive him of his commiſſion, but was diverted 


from his purpoſe, aud reconciled for the time to Ru- 


bantel by the Duke de la Rochefoucault's remon- 


ſtrating with equal ſpirit and generoſity, that — 


& though Rubantel was wrong, yer if his Majeſty 


would be pleaſed to conſider the caſe, he would find 


that his crime did not deſerve ſo ſevere a puniſhment. 


That he had ſerved the King as captain of the guards 


forty years, and that, though he was bound to give 


blind 
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Ie Dube De La Rochefoucautt. | xi 


blind obedience. to whatever ſupe: rior His Majeſty 


placed over him, yet his departing f from his duty Was 


„ot ſo very reprehenſible, if confidered how dif- 

neult it was for a man of Rubantel's turn of mind 
| - 

tamely to ſubmit being commanded by one he had 


ways looked upon as his inferior in every reſpect. 


Roc kefoncault in his old age ſuffered both in mind 
aud body; but he diſplayed alike the greateſt ſenſibi- 


ity: and fortitude, At this time one of his {ſons was 


Lilled at the memorable pailag e of the Rhin 2 and 
other was def: perately wounded. His life, "by a, 
'erics of violent and excruciating attacks of the gout, 
NY led in 1680. He had rectived from his anceſtors 

; uftrious name, which hc tranſmitted with addi- 


onal glory to his poſterity. 


To ſpeak of his writingg—Lord Cheſterfield 
amires him much, and in his Letters to his Sow 


us defends the principles of his Maxims: „ The 


Duke de la Rochefoucault, ” lays his lordſhip, 
„ . know, blamed, but I think aithout reaſon, 
| 5 for 


rr er en vs. * $5 


bony 
* 
To 
3 
$64 
2 
55 
4 
8 
4 
Li i 


virtue.“ 


ters you meet in the evening.“ 


at. Account of the Life and Writings of 
for deriving all our actions from the ſource of 


ſelf. love. For my own part, I ſee a great deal of 


truth and no harm at all in that opinion: it is ſufſi- 


cient that we ſeek our own happineſs in every thing 


we do; and it is as certain that we can only 


| find it in doing well, and in conforming all our ac- 


tions to the rule of right reaſon, which is the great 


law of nature, It is only a miſtaken ſelf-love that is a 
blameabie motive, when we take the immediate and 
indiſcriminate gratification of a paſſion or appetite 


for real happineſs ; but am I blameable if I do a good 


action upon account of the happineſs which that ho- 


neſt coniciouſneſs will give me ? Surely not: on the 


contrary, that pleaſing conſciouſneſs is a proof of my 


& Read in the morning ſome of La 


Rochefoucault's Mayims : Conſider them, examinc 


them well, and compare them with the real charac- 


to know mankind by your own experience, I know 


no thing, nor no man, that can in the mean tim. 


bring you ſo well acquainted with them as Le Duc 


de la Rochefoucault. His little book of Maxin 


Wbic! 


+ 
2 
by. 
* 
4 
* 
. 


2 4 
1 
8 
5 
Des 
250 + 
© 
iz s 
3 
. 
wa 1 
2 
* 
8 
3 
4 
: $6. 
"> tl 
#30, 
BE. 
N. 
OS 
Sys. 
. 5 
WoL 
SM, 
1805 
* ws * 
ERA. 
ty 
ATT 
RN 
e 
ES 
5 
SS 
te 
5 
PO be 
LI 
- — 7 
33 
by. " 
r 
5 052 
9 
ak. 
Red 
fv odd) 
11 
2 
8 
8 
8 8 
„ 
1 : 
I 
NHS 
2 
* 
2 
"= 
1 


Till you come 


ur n 
r 

. SEL EIS PIE 

N 


7 
55 
He 
Fs 
CERT 
* 
* 
bel 
+5 
Ty 
AE 
tas 
LEN 
* 
1 Ss > 
Xe af 
9 
7 
. 
* . 
3 ol 
bs 
TIT» 
3 
Ts 
5 
+6 
Obs 
nee: 
„ 
. 
ASSN 
3 
bd N 
2 
WG 
2. oy 
gle * 
. 
2 
5 
2 
ies 
WP 1 * 


F 
= 


N eee 
. 8 


the Duke De La Rochefoucanlt. RE” 


which I would adviſe you to look into for ſome mo- 


ments at leaſt every day of your life, is, J fear, too 5 


like and too exact a picture of human nature. I own 
it ſeems to degrade it, but yet my experience docs 


not convince me that it degrades it unjuſtly.” 


Voltaire, in his Siccle de Louis XIV. ſpeaking of 


Dur author's writings, ſays, “ Though there is but 


one truth running through the Doke de la Roche- 


foncault's Maxims, namely, that felf-love is the 


{ource of all our actions and determinations; yet this 


hought preſents itſelf under luch a variety of ſhapes 


as never fails to ſtrike with new ſurpriſe, It is leſs a 
book than materials to ornament a book, This little 


collection was much read and admired ; it contributed 


more than any other work to form the taſte of the 
French Nation; it gave it a true reliſh for propriety 
and correctneſs; and accuſtomed our authors to think 
and to compriſe their thoughts in a lively, correct, 


and delicate turn of phraſe, which was a merit un- 


| known to any European writer before him ſince the 
revival of letters.“ 
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xiv Account of * the Life and Writing: of 


Swift makes aicntion of La Rochefoucault much 


to the ſame effect. See the Dean's well known lives 


on his own death: 


* 


As Rochefoucault his Maxims drew 
From Nature, I believe them true 
They argue no corrupted mind 


In lim---tie fault is in mankind ,!? 


Sterne obſerves that the following Maxim of the 
Dake de la Rocheſoucault on Gravity ſhouid b. 
written in letters of gold: 


2 


La gravite elt un myſtere du corps ins weute pou! 


cacher les defauts de ! 1 'elprit,”” 


1 1. — = I; DO OT NT. 
As a trifling counterbalance to all theſe elogiums, 


we ſhall give. Addiſon's, or rather Sir Richard Stetle”: 


ideas of our author, and then leave the reader to 
judge for himſelf: 

„ could never read any of our modiſh French 
authors, or thoſe of dur own country who are the 


imitator- 


the Dule De La Rochefoucault, xy 


*mitators and admiters of that trifling nation, 
without being for ſome time out of humour with 
myſelf and at every thing about me. Their buſinels 
is to depreciate human nature, and conſider it under 
its worſt appearances. They give mean interpreta- 
tions and baſe motives to the worthicft actions; they 
reſolve virtue and vice into conſtitution; in ſhort 


they endeavour to make no diſtinction between man 


and man, or between the ſpecies of men and that of 


brutes. As an jaſtance of this kind of authors, 


among many others, let any one examine the cele- 


brated Rochefoucault, who is the great philoſopher 


or adminiſtering of conſolation to the idle, the en- 


nous, and worthleis part of mankind,” 


Rochefoucault's cenſures on human nature, daily 
Experience tells us, are but too juſt; and it may be 


-oucluded that the ſtar muſt be bright to ſhine amidſt 


zuch literary luminaries as Corncille, Racine, Boilcau, 
Scarron, La Fontaine, Voiture, Moliere, who all ir- 


radiated the ſeventeenth century. 
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x. 

Tur ſoul exalted, and the fteady mind, 

Stand the rude ſhock of ev'ry brawling wind 

That fortune puffs againſt the man whom fate 

Has mark'd for lofty fame, yet trials great: 

Dut if ſuch mind can ever be brought down 

To yield like ſome cloſe-fieg'd ſurrend'ring town, 
Dejection and deſpondence prove at length, 
Ambition was its bulwark and its ſtr ength. 

True greatneſs views, abides the ſhifting ſcene, 

: Free, conſtant, firm, terrific, and ſerene : 

But greatneſs, and the talent to be ſmall, 

(The firſt more vain, ) are common to us all. 
| 8 8 = There's 
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There's ſcarce an ill of life, that man can mourn, 
Which wiſdom cannot to advantage turn; 
Nor unexpected good, that wiſh can fill, 

Which folly cannot make the ſource of ill. 
Pride mixes cunning with her lofty airs : 
The habit of humility ſhe wears, 

When ſhe would humble to inferior ate 
Thoſe who affect her rank to emulate. 
Pride to exalt herſelf finds many ways; 
But when the lowly ſycophant ſhe plays, 
(So foreign to the texture of her heart!) 
Ambition acts its maſterſhip of art. 

As in few words great wits can much convey, 
Small wits uſe many words yet nothing ſay. 
Some friends there are who pay great Nature's debt, 
For whom we grieve, altho? we can't regret: 
The loſs of others, when this world they leave, 


We much regret, altho' we do not grieve, 
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1 |  MAXIMS. 3 1 
7 VI, 
Our fortune, if we had the reſolution, 


7 Should juſt be managed like our conſtitution ; 


7 Enjoy when good, be patient when 'tis bad, 
And at the worſt ne'er ſhew ourſelves ſo mad 


As to a meaſure violent to fly, „ 


Or ſudden deſp'rate remedy apply. 
: | VII. 5 

0 Wilde ter thinks his reputation's - low, | % þ 
5 en, there? are reaſons that it ſhould be ſo. „ Oe ne a | g i 


VIII. 
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Of age for vices paſt it ſhews contrition, 


0 To offer youth ſome wholeſome admonition ; 


But free of good advice we find four ſcore, | 1 


3 E When bad example it can give no more, 
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Before we e 7 a a man is truly good, Y 
7 Let his capacity be underſtood. | [ 
| Atrocious actions commonly require 
| Vigor of ſpirit, penetration, fire; 
And where thoſe attributes cannot be had, 
perhaps ſuch want the talents to be bad: 
u „„ 3 


. MAXIMs. 

For all his goodneſs, be the good man told, 

ec Thou'rt fearful, ſimple, indolent, or cold.“ 

; Þ 

Pr odigious 1 is the diſtance, vaſt and great, 

"T wixt cowardice and courage both comple „ 

Tho? valiant theſe, and thoſe may cowards ſeem, 

No man has ever reach'd the points extreme : 

Within this ſpace all kinds of courage lie, 

| To reckon each, all numbers muſt defy ; j 

They're not conſined to nature, age, or place, 

But vary as the humours and the ee 

In action, ſome are at the onſet brave: 

Repell'd, they faintly ſcarce their honor ſave: 

He ſculk'd from death, who now to danger Ms. 

As fear hath diffrent ſhapes for diff'rent times— 

Some quit their polt becauſe afraid to ſtay, 

Some headlong ruſh into the thickeſt fray, 

And ſome thro? gen'ral panic run away. 

Small dangers ſome for greater ones prepare; 
Some dread a ſword, and yet a cannon dare; 

Some face a gun, and tremble at a ſword, 


Smile at a volley, ſicken at a word. 
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MAXIMS. 


All are alike : this ſov'reign truth then take— 


LE 


Time, humor, circumſtance, the difffrence make: 
Our timid actions ever .ſhun the light, 

And all would ſave themſelves when ſcreen'd in niglit; 
The braveſt man at heart is ſo diſcreet, 

If ſure to live, then death he'd bravely meet : 
The ſword is moſt in favor in the ſheath, 


The damp of courage 1s the fear of death, 


- Tt 
He who, in threats by independence hurl'd, 
proclaims that he can do without the world, 
Deceives himſelf; yet more abſurd the whim, 
To think the world ſtands much in nced of him. 

XII. 

Is perſeverance, or in good or ill, 
Our pride or ſhame? Are either at our will ? 
"Tis, with the good, continual duration 
Of that to which we did not give creation : 
So conſtancy in ill puts in this claim, 


For what we can't repreſs, we're not to blame.“ 
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6  MAXIMS. 

xIII. 

Deſpinag counſel is the very boaſt 

Which gives a proof that then we need it moſt, 
: 
When fraud makes modeſty its ſham pretence 
To give up all its claims to common ſenſe, 
Appearing in an artleſs ſimple dreſs, 

Then affectation plays its beſt fineſſe. 

| Refined impoſture, in the laſt degree, 

Is what we take for pure ſimplicity. 

| xv. : | 
When once a woman able! is term d, 

From wiſh to pleaſe, ſhe grows coquette confirm ; 
| With any paſſion ſeldom ſhe's inſpir'd, 

The end is compals'd when by all admir' d: 
Of ev'ry miſchief, all- enchanting fair, 

| Your arts produce, perhaps you're not aware: 
To aim at none, and yet to ſhoot at all, 

Le know not where the random ſhafts may fall: 
Recoiling ſparks will ſtrike coquettiſh dames, 
And in their boſoms light unpitied flames. 


XVI. But Þ 


MAXIMS. 
xvi. 
But few have wiſdom of that patient kind, 
That can in juſt reproof a med*cine find: 


Lur'd by the cup which flattery diſplays, 


They drink ſweet poiſon in deceitful praiſe, 


XVII, 


In adverſe fortune, trials moſt ſevere 


Againſt temptation, if we are endued 


[| With patience, probity, and fortitude; 


I | Her audit ſharp, a verdi& ſhe obtains 


$ 


£ 


5 


| With praiſe, inſtead of penalties and pains. 

| Ba, ah poor Virtue! where, ye fons of wealth, 
| Full in the glow of honors, fame and health, 
ur here is your counſel, what ſhall be your plea 
| Againg the juſt but rigorous decree ? 

| Ye faithleſs ſtewards of an injur'd lord, 
wuere is your talent? what is the award? 


Thus their defence, but juſtice will decide: 


May prove how much the virtuous mind can bear: 


The means were given—we might have gratilied 


[Each craving ſenſe, inordinate deſire, 


[a1 that the raging paſſions might inſpire ; : 
3 4 
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4 - MAxIM S. 
| But, check'd by ſelf. denial, all muſt know 


Our cup of pleaſure never did o'erflow ; 


From our excels unto the poor we foared, 


N them from our neceſſities we pared.“ 
Of being, Virtue thus prolongs her date : 
Her trial in proſperity is great; 


The verdict gains more gen ral acclamation ; ; 


Virtuc's eſcape was not in expeRation, 


XVIII, 


Mongit female foibles, (thoſe of ſmaller ſort,) 


Tis worth remark, thy memory is ſhort : 


| But i in the worſt of memories, ſo bad 


With thoſe who once were handſome, (caſe moſt fad!) 8 


| They ſtill expect the ſigh, the tear, the vow-— 


They will forget that they're not handſome now. 


XIX. 


The old philoſophers, with ſcornful taunt, 


Riches contemn'd, exulting in their want. 
This home-ſpun mantle well conceal'd their ſhame, 
Thus they reveng'd them on the partial dame; 
For, in their court to Fortune when they faild, 


In mere : deſpite they on the wege rail d: 
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MAXIMS, 


Since poverty was ignominious thought, . 
This ſhelter from the ſhow'r their cunning ſought: | | 1 
Eſteem they could not buy, and ſo they ſtol;, 1 | 
Thro' by-ways round about they reach'd the gol. | 1 


© | | XX, | 
* 1 N 


With all our caution, e ever on our guard, | f ( 
Yet certain ills will take us unprepar'd; 
To cxtricate ourſelves, it may require | 
Some ſudden effort like a flaſh of fire— — 
A ſtroke that by effe& can win applauſe, | 


Yet would be madneſs i in another cauſe. 5 0 
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Alcho' we often prove, with grief and ſhame, 


That common friendſhips ill deſerve the name; 


| Yet rate them as an article of trade, 4 
; And of the worſt ſome profit's to be made: 1 
: In ſhort, all ſorts of friendſhips ſhould be treated ö [ 11 
; As goods, in which we're ſubje& to be cheated. | 1 i 
When Vice diſſembles, take her cant and whine © I 
As homage paid at Virtue's ſacred ſhrine, #4 


- 


+ 
EE ge Rao is 
2-9% 


2 — 3 _— 
2 TD OE TIT 
> 1 


. 
re r 
. ——— — 
— — 
> 


10 MAXI S. 
„ XXIII. 
If to acquire much wiſdom be your bent, 
By ſeeming wiſe you mar your own intent. 
nh, | XXIV. 
The reaſon pleaſant people are ſo ſcarce, 
Or thoſe who can agreeably converſe, 
Tho' mutual information is the end, 
To what is ſaid, but ſeldom we attend: 

For anſwer, he who talks has little chance, 
Our thoughts are on what we ſhall next advance: 
Ev'n thoſe allow'd the moſt polite addreſs, 
Are ſeized with this diſtraction more or leſs; 
They think that full civility is paid, 

If they but ſeem to liſten to what's ſaid ; | 
But viſible impatience plainly tells, 
On ſomething elſe the mind abſtrad ed dwells; 
The chagrin'd face, the wand'ring eye may ſhew, 
Of what you ſay they very little know : 
The reſtleſs fretful look, or vacant ſtare, 

If you have ſenſe to take them, all declare, 

They wiſh you gone, or with impatience burn, 


| Back on their left-off ſubject to return. 
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80 much, that we believe and call it eaſe, 


MAXIMS. 11 


For converſation take this plain advice: 


Attentive liſten anſwer then preciſe. 


xXv. 
Proſperity but ſeldom can correct 
Herſelf in faults—ſhe's lazy to detect; 
She thinks ſhe well that practice may ct 
Which takes all worldly bleſſings as her due; 


She {till believes that Fortune's in the right, 


That ſhe enjoys a perfect ſtate of ſight ; 


Nor &er ſuppoſe thoſe eyes can know decay, 


Whilſt F ortune to her door can find her way. 


xXXVI. 
In familiarity is certain danger: 
Better with friends to act the diſtant firanger, 
Than, indecorous, make a violation 
Of all the laws that bind civilization . 
Libertiniſm firſt carly introduced it, 
And ſince ſucceſsfully has often uſed it; 
Matured by freedom calling pleaſure in, 


The door 1 is open left for vice and ſin : : 


Y But this the worſt, that ſometimes it can pleaſe 
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To know ourſclves, we're archers in the dark 
Our enemies come ncarer to the mark, 
. xxvIII. 
Judgment and wit divided tho' in name, 
Vet in effect they're actually the ſame; 
For, if we Cer can ſay the judgment's great, 
Tis real wit in its moſt perfect ſtate: 
Of things it penetrates thro' each receſs, 
Selects the great, and ſets aſide the leſs. 
Unerring Nature, by a law, demes 
The ſight of excellence to common eyes: 
True Merit lies neglected all, and ſad, | 
Judgment perceives, and cheriſhes the maid : 
Thus ev'ry good that judgment can bellow, 
To wit in its extreme of ſenſe we owe. 
33 
The pangs of jealouſy moſt poignant are, 
Its ſhames confounding, and its griefs ſevere 
Sinking beneath ourſelves, we hopeleſs ſee, 


We've loſt our great ſupport in vanity. 
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MAXIMs. 


XXX. 


To thoſe who are moſi apt to offer wrong, BET þ , g 


The over-cautious qualities belong ; 


With nice tenacious watch they ſtand prepared, 
Gainſt wrongs to them they”! re ever on their guard. 1 
XXXI. | {0 

To ſhew like what we're not to other eyes, 0 N 3 

| We grow ſo uſed to wear a neat diſguiſe; | F | ö 
| It often happens, when before our own, — [ 
We can't remember if 'tis off or on. | qi j ; 

Ki. 4 | 


Deceived by foes, what griets our boſom rend ! 


More poignant feels the treaſon of a friend! 
Yet on ourſelyes we can inflict all theſe, 1 
And take the buſineſs with content and eaſe. | 

XXIII. 
Before we call a hero truly great, 
Or grant his reputation eſtimate, | 4 7 ; bf 
Whilſt we confeſs the glory he had gam'd, Wl; 


Let' $ view the means s by which it was obtain? d. 


xxx1v, Agree- 


8 VVV 
XXXIV. 


Agreeably to flatter, is the charm a 


That ev'n prepar'd reſentment can diſarm: 2 
| In common tho' we flattery decry, 


ji It my be called the mental gallantry. 
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if |  Repentance comes in ſorrow ; tho? ſincere, . 
Tis leſs from our remorſe, than from our fear 
8 Of conſequences thence that may proceed 
To hurt ourſelves, that we repent the deen. u. 
| XXXVI. 
A woman's virtue is her greateſt pride 3 


On virtue thus we ſafely may decide : 
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With virtuous women, tho' ſo much admired, 55 We 

Of their profeſſions moſt of them are tired. FE 

XXVII. = Juft 

We never ſay, ourſclves from faults are free, | ; Alc 
Nor thoſe we hate have no good quality; 

Yet, by molt inſtances, obſervers nos b Con 

Me always ſeem as if we thought it ſo. Alt! 

8 oy | To 

3 | Ts fu 
xXXXVIII. Tho' 


XXXVIIL- 

Tho? Fortune 8 partial, none will ſay me 8 blind 

But thoſe to whom the goddeſs i is unkind ; 

Merit ſo bright, of ſuch gigantic ſize, 

Concealed can only be to fightleſs eyes: P 

But thoſe on whom her bounteous gifts ſhe how rs, 


i Convinced a are fully of her optic 78. 


Friendſhip is but a partnerſhip in trade, 
Vi herein this good is by that good repaid "3 
Exchange of kindneſs binds the friend to friend, 


And yet ſelf-intereſt is the mutual end. 
J 

We ſee ſome men with attributes to hate, 

And yet thoſe ſerve to prove their talents great; 

]uſt like thoſe plants whoſe baleful qualities | 

Alone can ſhew wherein their virtue lies. 

| Ne | XII. 

: Confeſſion of our faults, if we're ſincere, 

| Altho? it makes our ſtrength of mind appear, 

| To hide the good with which we are endow'd, 


Is full as weak as if it made us proud. 


xL II. To 


MAXIMS, 15 
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Jo ſome thels RPG like qualities IEG 
They can forget both benefit and wrong; | 


Rather than conſtant drudge to that great end, 


. Ranks his affairs in regular array: | = £ 


The whole well organiſed, he then goes on, 


To things of moment ſcarce allowing thought: 
Confuſion comes, and all alike's perplex? d, 


E Each fails in turn, the workman 8 foul i is vex d: 
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. MAXIMS. 


N 5 XLII, 


Nay hate the benefactor, love the foe, _ L 
And both revenge and gratitude forego, © 


Which pays in kind the enemy and friend. 


The able man, to make his i jo ſurveys 14 


bog” 9D 


Begins, and works, and finiſhes with one: - , 


By method, in ſucceſſion to proceed, N . : 
What ſhould come laſt, can never take the lead. ©. 
The weak have ſcarce begun, when they d enjoy, | ; / 


And theſe attempts thoſe efforts ſoon deſtroy z, | 
For this is that, and that for this thrown by, 1 


And all on hand, and all unfiniſh'd lie- Ig 


With what's molt unimportant now they're caught, 


Tho 


of; 


MAXIMS. 17 


I Tho many his concerns, the leaſt too great, 


And ruin makes the end of all complete. 


Z | XLIV, | 

| | Shake not the glaſs when low the fand hath ran : 
K 14 very merry 18 2 mad old man. 

0 | LLF > 

; women a conſtant lover's death lament : 

In this affection 3 not the full intent: 

But by their tears the ble truth is proved, 


I That they had charms ſufficient to be loy ed. 


. k 


LVL. 
5 There 3 not one thing 1 in which we're leſs incere it 4 


. Than i in advice; to aſk it, we appear 


e 


Ir. yield reſpectful def rence to our friend, 

fe on his better judgement we depend : 

BT have our own approved is our intent, 

And make him anſwer for the ill event: 
(Should that be good, remembrance links aw ay : 
t, ud blots the debt that eratitude ſhould pay. 
le that's applied to on the other hand, 

1 ays his advice molt freely on demand. 
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„„ MAxIMS. 


With ſmiles and thanks 5 confidence ſo placed, 
Ibis friend eſteems himſelf by friendſhip graced ; 


With ſeeming candour gives his counſel wiſe, | 


His own advantage full before his eyes. 


XLVII. 


Bounty's a virtue: a molt hateful vice 


Its oppoſite extreme, cloſe Avarice. 


Economy's the happy golden mean, 
Not in the centre, tho' it lies between: 
For from it Avarice much farther ſtands, 


Than Liber ality with open hands. 


With an heroic conſtancy we bear 


The keeneſt ſorrows—that we do not ſhare, 


XLIX. 


Thro' youth the health of mind is never ſound, 


"Tis all but one intoxicating round; 
Phrenſy of paſſions, ſenſes, and of wits 
The malady that never intermits : 


Avert the ſtar that rules that raging ſeaſon ! . 


For ardent youth the fever is of reaſon, 


a 


We 


MAXIMS. 


L. 


Z We think ſome paſſions, thoſe of fierceſt kind, 
- Can triumph o'er the reſt, and o'er the mind ; 
5 But Idleneſs, all languid tho' ſhe ſcem, 
Commands them all with tyranny ſupreme : 

. No paſſion is her maſtery above, | 

N She rules Ambition, and ſhe conquers Love: 
; Deſign and Action own her ſov'reign {war, 

| Both ſoul and body mult her word obey : | 

5 All talent to oblivion ſhe dooms; | 


t Nay, e'en our virtues ſhe at length conſumes. 


LI. 


We talk of ſparkling point, of lucky hit, 
Variety the eſſence is of wit: 
Like a ſtrung bow at high, low, great or ſmall, 


E Wit muſt be ready ſtretch'd to twang at all. 


LIT, 


1 Youth without beauty, 'tis a diſmal truth! 


Has jult the chance of beauty without youth. 


x 


L111. 


4 ; 55 
As circumſtances lead, tis not unpleaſing 


To have a jealous wife, tho always teaſing; 
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20 MAXIM S. 
For, whilſt the truant huſband ſhe reproves, 
Her topic is the ſubject that he loves, 
8 tiv. 55 | 

The honeſt man will ne'er from truth depart, 
As bare his face ſo open is his heart: 
He's never jealous af diſcerning eyes, 

And all that view may freely ſcrutinize IT 
As he's ſo candid, do him juſtice then— 
| Let his obſervers too be honeſt men. 

8 rv. 
Age is a rank aſſuming veneration, : 
We all are anxious to attain that ſtation; 
And yet how difficult to fill it well! 
If age can pleaſe, tis youth alone can tell: b 
So much there is againſt that wiſh'd-for end, 
Such diſadvantages on age attend, 

That if of health and temper we're inſured, 
Sufficient juſt to make ourſelyes endured, 
Better are theſe than wiſdom, aye, or gold 
Pew have the requilites for growing old. 
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L VI. 

The great may give us honour, fame, and health, 
© They cannot give us peace of mind or health; 

And whilſt we flatter, if this truth we know, 
We give too much for all they can beſtow. 


LVII. 
„ Praiſe me no more,” is Modeſty's requeſt; 


Z That 18, 0 praiſe again, and praiſe your beſt,” 


{ 
LY, 
3 The FI im iagine that in love they're caught, 
And yet the heart is ranger to the thought ; 
E There's ſuch amuſement in a fly intrigue, 
; So ſecret, charming is the am'rous league; 

| Then, univerſal wiſhes to be loved 

| Prove that with ſoft ideas they are moved: 

: Confuſed emotions to their boſoms crowd, 

N And of the fancicd paſſion they grow proud 
| Entangled as they think in Cupid's net, 


They're only playing off the mere coquette, 


LIX. Thoſe 
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MAXIMS. 


LIX.-. 


| TP hoſe who would equal us we moſtly hate, 
Yet thoſe eſteem who only imitate z 


For Competition envy ſtill diſplays, 


As Imitation is deciſive praiſe. 


LX. 


Our qualities, or whether good or ill, 


Do not the leaſt depend upon our will; 


Uncertain their exiſtence or their worth, | 


111 opportunity ſhall draw them forth: 


The good, from fair occaſion if gebe 0. 


May Wait to aſk in heav'n its juſt reward: 


Want of occaſion thus from ill may fave,  - 


And fend a good name with us to the grave. 
1 

Of all that agitate the female breaſt, 

Love is a paſſion that becomes it leaſt. 


LXII. 


Ihe wound! is heal'd ; yet, whilſt the ſcars appea 4 
he lullerer ſhould entertain a fear j ? 
Tho' long ſubſided ev'ry ſenſe of pain, 5 
The latent humour may break out again, k 
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MAXIMS. 23 
Like wounds of body are the flaws of ſoul, - 
Which grace and reaſon may in time controul ; 


We ſhould be guarded, tho' we ſeem to mend, 


And from old aws new ruptures apprehend, | 


| | LXIII. 
A gen'rous act is of immortal kind, 
A tie that ſhould indiſſolubly bind; 


Tis not our gratitude that can diſcharge, 


A debt of goodneſs is ſo very large: 


Could ſuch a hope on grateful hearts obtrude, 
Their beſt return would be Ingratitude. 
EXIT. 
Religious bigots, partial, weak, abſurd, 
To diſrepute can bring the ſacred word; 
Juſt as profeſſions of the nobleſt uſe 
From ſcoundrel followers receive abuſe : 
Of worth in friends we prove ſuch wretched want, 
Evy'n friendſhip is eſteemed mere words and cant. | 


LXV. 


In an employment of an under rate, 
A little merit may ſcem very great: 


C4 | Great 


2 — 
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Great merits thus are to appearance ſmall, 


If the employ for greater merits call. 


LIV. 
| | In quick ſucceſſive round the paſſions wil 
| | Unceaſing is their empire o'er the ſoul ; 
| For, like the phœnix, ſcarce one paſſion dies, 
| : "iD Phan from its flaming couch another flies. 
. 5 5 | | LXVII. 
BY We think that wr ong the fartheſt is from right; 
\ | | But weakneſs to it 1s more oppoſite : 
IT : From virtue tho' good ſenſe and folly tray, 
Fi i Vet back the fool can ſeldom find his way. 
1 „ „ 
| From the kind object when our love is flown, | 

| To our own hearts we would not have it known 3 

| Our fortitude may plead for love in vain, 
4 The paſſion fled, it will not come again: 
I'S We need not ſtrive ; our efforts in effect 
| | „„ juſt the ſame as ſtudied fix'd negleRt; 
And to the object all forlorn muſt be 
| | Severe as. purpoſed infidelity. 
| | 8 XIX. I. 


MAXIMS, ” 
It often happens that the man of wit 

Muſt watch occaſions for a happy hit; 

A fooliſh object for him ſtarts the game, 


In Fancy s fire he takes the lucky aim: 
The fools the block whereon keen Wit may cut, 


Foil to ſet off, and for his ſhaft the butt: 


Tho' brilliant flights bs airy thoughts may eral; 


Without his Fool the Wit 1s at a loſs. 
LRN, 
The certain rule that makes a copy good. 


Is not in common clearly underſtood : 


Let your original be bad, and then, 


| For ex ry fault you ſee, do you make teu, 


LXXI. 
The pow'r alone is veſted in the great, 
That gives our meaneſt pride the rareſt treat: 


For we conceive with honors we are graced, 


When on our faith their confidence is placed: 


Our own magnetic merit is careſs'd, 


Thinking that drew the ſecret from the breaſt; 
With 


26 MAXIM S. 
Wirh ſenſe or modeſty we might reflect, 


That our ſuperioursꝰ weakneſs wrought th? ellect, 


And from their inability to keep 
The mighty ſecret, which on us they heap; | 


8 
They're cas'd of burden when it's thus beſtow'd, 
The porters we to bear about the load. | 
XXII. 
| Vice we condemn, and Virtue's glory raiſe : 
"Tis int'reſt gives the Kilt, and ſounds the praiſe, 
1s 5 XXIII. : 
| | | The body with a grace of form when bleſs'd, 
Is like the mind when of good ſenſe poſſeſs'd, 
1 | 15 I kiy. 
N | Love i 18 ambition twill not bear controul; 
| N a Love may be called a monarchy of ſoul : 
78 in minds, what diff'rent humours cleft in twain 
| | Love can by ſympathy unite again: 
| | In bodies, tis an ardor to enjoy 
| | Thoſe pleaſures that both ſoul and mind employ. 
i i 1 ö by, ; 
| ö N Who would be truly great, this maxim know : 
| | b Puſh on, aſcend, as high as you can go! 


| | & EX XVI. 


MAIS. 17 
mT C 
A ſea is abſence, and the barque is loſt, 
Whereon the ſtately ſhip, tho' tempeſt-toſt, 
Rides out the ſtorm ; and when the danger's o'er, 
She brings her freightage unimpair'd to ſhore. 
In abſence, whilſt the weaker paſſions die, 
Diſtance can feed the great by ſympathy ; 
The weaker paſſion languiſhes thro' length ; 
The ſtrong, by abſence, gains the greater ſtrength : 
The taper is extinguiſh' d by the wind, 
But the rude blaſt is to the flame more Kind; 
| The taper, as in light, in heat decays, 
The flame is blown to an immortal blaze. 
LXXVII. 
Fidelity moſt virtues ſteps above, 
Tho' in effect it may be called ſelf- love: 
Simply ſincere, but yet it's in the main 
An artful trick, ovr confidence to gain; 
A thief who picks our lock of ſecret treaſure, 
B And, thus poſſeſs'd, can uſe us at his pleaſure, 
LXXVIII. 
it love of virtue ſhould the ſoul inſpire, 


An honeſt proſe is fuel to the fire; | 
| Far 


28  MAXIMS. 
Far on our path it throws-a cheering light, 
Affording confirmation that we're right : ö | | 
Praiſe makes to us our virtue ſtill more dear, 1 5 
And urges us in good to perſevere: 1 
Of emulation 'tis the nobleſt mead, | : 
The lib'ral wreath that crowns the nobleſt deed ; | 
Where beauty, wit, and valour were before, KF 
A praiſe fincere is ſure to make them more. i 
Ix xxl. f 
A ſmall indelicacy gives a cure EE 
To woman's love, her paſſion is ſo pure; 4 


Lovers for ſuch her pardon ne'er receive, 
 'Fho' indiſeretions groſs ſhe can forgive. 


LXX Xo 


y all of affectation uſe is made, 
Yet all are bunglers at the common trade ; 
Tis eaſier true ſenſations to conceal, 
Than feign ſenſations that we do not feel. 

VC TITTY 

Women in years, to colour their vexation 
At charms long loſt, make up in veneration 
For homage paſt, as ſwains from duty ſwerve, 


And thus a remnant of reſpect preſerve: 


; -MASIMS, -- 35 
| By piety they parry the diſgrace 

That comes in lines and wrinkles on the face; 

Religion's path they find a happy way 

To ſhun the ſneers at beauty in decay ; 

And, till decrepitude its dart has hurl d, 


They KENT on decent footing with the world 


* ee 
If ſome bale crime our reputation tains, 
4 Relenting Providence this law ordains : 
| Occaſion ſure will offer, that we may 


3 By change of condudt waſh the oY away. 


F | IXXXIII. 
5 Areal truth is not ſo beneficial he” 
As a diſſembled truth 1 is | gen 


IXXXxIv. “ 


When Rancour would, but Prudence is afraid, 


3 In praiſe we cenſure, and by ſmiles upbraid; 


Þ Commending virtues where they don' t abide, 


Town vices we obliquely chidg; | 
WSiſruiſed the foe that comes ip Jhape like this ; 
A. che og of treaſon 3 in Til, 


1 5 
EE 


LKX XV. 80 


30 . MAXIMS. © $ 
| LXXXV, I 

So much of claim from Pride inceſſant flows, 

| Th won't acknowledge that it ever owes ; 

And for Sclf-Intereſt, this her honeſt way ; 

She claim allows, but yet is loth to Pay. 


| 8 i.. 

05 When out of reach the object of its aim, E 
| Ambition burns, but with a ſecret flame. s 
| LXXXVII. | EK 
| We are not fond to praiſe where moſt tis due, | 7 
| | Except ſome int'reſt to ourſelves accrue : I J 
f Praiſe is ſo much with artifice entwined, | N © 


A grateful incenſe, flattery refined, 
F hat, let our praiſe be merited or not, „ : 
We ſeldom flatter where there's nothing got : E 


In chains of indolence ſo faſt we're held, 


522 D * 
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We never try to pleaſe, unleſs compell'd ; 


And flatt'ring praiſe to charm has equal force, EK 
Altho' tis thus divided from its ſource : 5 R 
The giver ſhows that his diſcernment's clear, A T 

C. 


He proves his candour by his praiſe ſincere ; 
Tis taken as a thing that's nothing new, 


The glaſs that hows ideal merit true. 


LXXXVIII. De 


— 
4 


* LXXXVIII. 


| Devoid of Vanity, our inclination 


i Would ſeldom prompt us to a long oration: 


We'd never ſpeak, much leſs make ſpeeches long, 
Did ſne not oil the hinges of the tongue. 
5 XXxIx. 


All .conqu'riag Beauty ſhould we dare to view, 


Ww. try our ſtubborn paſſion to ſubdue; ; 


We fear Repulſe, and Shame, and proud Diſdain, 
But ſmother'd Love inflicts a ſharper pain: 


As Violence and Self- denial prove 


More poignant than the eruel ſcorn of Love. 
8 xc. 

perſons who are incapable to act | 

Flagitious crimes, can ſcarce believe them fact, 


RCT, 


| The man of ſenſe will in opinion bend, 


Rather than with the ſtubborn fool contend ; 


| Tho' eaſy to ſubmit, yet Senſe nor Might 
Can ever ſet the ſtubborn blockhead right. 
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8 MAXIMS. 

en, | 
| Remonſtrance moſtly takes a friendly ſhape, 
Yet of true Kindneſs 'tis a very ape! 


For, whilſt with ſharp reproof the fault ſhe chides, 


That very fault her admonition hides : 
Within her conſcious breaſt as cloſe it lies, 
The ſinner takes the monitor's diſguiſe, 

XCIIl. 


We tell a friend our ſecret, then we all; 


That he would keep it 2 How abſurd the tall: ! 


| juſt as if I were to require of you 
What for myſelf I prove I would not do. 
„ 


To Virtue by miſtake ſome things we place, 


The cauſe if ſeen, they d wear a diff'rent face; 


Effects from ſtrong concurrence of event, 


en 
_ 


Produced by induſtry or accident : 
| Of; chaſtity or valour judge in haſte, 


Man is a coward, woman is unchaſte. 


xcv. 


To covet what another may poſſeſs 


Demands ſome little ſhare of ſly addreſs: 


ot 
g | Bu 


5 Maxis. > 33 
lobe are happy with it, ird inquire, 
: Nor cheriſh then a paſſionate deſire. 
xCVI, 
| Stories of old, nay ſome of latter times, 
Alford us inſtances when flagrant crimes 
| Were render'd innocent, nay glorious tco, 
| Diſplayed in an illumin'd point of: vie w; 
And when they beam'd the moſt effulgent glare, 
} The perpetrator? s ſplendor ſhone moſt fair; 
The greater number ever {well'd his praiſe, 
And their exceſs burſt forth the brighter blaze. 
| Thus public theft 1s policy profound, 


For realms deftroy d the hero 8 laurel- cron d. 


XCVI1. 

Well-pointed Ridicule, with Acilful alin, 

5 Can ſtain Its object with a deeper ſhame ; i 
Io ſeeming, more diſhonor from it ſprings. | 


ö Than all the obloquy Diſhonor brings. 


T XCV11T., 
Of ſelfiſh men the number is not ſmall ; 


E Bat count the envious, you reckon all. 


D IE Xi. ir 


34 MAXIXS. 

XCIX, 

In E: ocution's all-perſuafire art 

The Paſſions play the moſt ſucceſsful pant; 
They are the art of Nature, Freedom's rules, 
Not to be learn'd-in ſophiſtry of ſchools: 
The heart to ſuch ſure pleaders gives the fee; 
Their finiſh d period is ſimplicity. 5 
Without the Paſſions Eloquence muſt fail, 

And with them pure Simplicity prevail. 


; Jos 


Some new-made ſav'rites have this early fate; 


Like ſome new ſongs, they ſoon get out of date, 


"Gl. 

Deformity of mind, as with the face, 

Seems in its progreſs ſtill to mend its pace: 125 

From child to man this bad ſtuff ſeldom wears, 

But grows the ſtronger as it grows in years. 
Cit... 


Of modeſt ſilence when we are aham'd, 


Our words come halting out, confus'd and maim'd; 


For, 


| 

MAXIMS, 35 

For, at the time moſt anxious to excell, | 

We find the hardeſt taſk is ſpeaking well. 1 
C111, 


When Spe endthrift Vouth to penury muſt 3 1 
Or Age enfeebled quits the active field, | ; ( 


Well ſober'd thus, their means and power maim'd, 
They think 'tis 1aclination that's reclaim'd. 
OLIV; 

Why new acquaintance we ſo much admire 
15 not becauſe the old begin to tire ; £] 
Nor either is it that i in choice we're nice, 

Nor love of novelty, nor yet caprice: 

We fear the old ſo much of us may know, 
That now their admiration comes too flow ; 
We hope each new one is our humble ſlave 
For qualities he may ſuppoſe we have. 


CV. 


3 is often complaiſance 


o other's fancy, or pro ;ceeds from chance, 


On ſeeing ſomething new to be enjoy d, 


d; * with. the ola, tho excellent, we're : cloy' d. 
For, | |; 
Þ | | evi. Of | 


6 
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The good, from bias, good will emulate 5 


The bad, from evil mind, we imitate: 


It turns ro madneſs when the doubts are fled ; 


36 MAXIMS. 


ci. . 
Of all that ſpreads wich epidemic force, 


Whether to better man or make him worle, 


8 Example takes the lead; or good or ill, 


It baffles ev'n the power of free-will: 


Againſt it precept is of little uſe, 


There 3 nothing done that does not like produce; 


By modeſty or ſhame conceal'd they ſtay, 


Till great Example call: them into play. 
\ 
vii. 

1 

Genius ad merit we to nature owe; 
But then tis left ſor fortune to beſtow 4 
The ſeat of work, that may enrich the owner, 15 
W 


And put to uſe the bounties of the donor; 
| | | cv. | 
Hate into friendſhip is by time beguil'd, 
But envy's never to be reconcil'd, 

CIX, 


As jealouſy by doubt is ever fed, 


NMAXIMS. 

Or at the criſis it will ceaſe to be, 
Kil'd by its potent bane pure conſtancy 5: 

fs e on»: 
Abroad, at home, let us be old or young, 
Our native language, as upon our tongue, 
Is on our mind clear forcibly impreſs'd, 
| Each accent to idea fall confeſs'd. 

1 "Ox, N 
The praiſe that's undeſerv'd has this effect: 
More than reproach, it ſometimes can correct: 
[t firikes the fecling heart with conſcious ſhame, 
And gives the effort {ill a higher aim: 
LW e think upon mankind that we impoſe, 
And, rather than their good opinion loſe, 
Incited by our honeſty and pride, 

We do what elſe we never ſhould have tricd. 
111 Bo 

To hold the reins with {kill of early thought, 

Or youth adopt the meaſures that it ought, 

| Are out of utmoſt hope; yet wiſh we may, 

| That in the morning of the buſy day 


3 
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Of life, when youth muſt enter on the ſcene, 

And ſeek for true eſteem the happy mean; 

Giddy or baſhſul let his entrance be, 

Or even tinſell'd with frivolity ; 

Compoſed and ſelf-ſufficient, tho' with ſenſe, 

He ſoon mult warp into impertinence. 
cxIII. 

. Depravity we may allow the cauſe 

Why ſocial life ſhould need ſo many laws : 

The law of decency, tho? moderate, 

Above the reſt, we keep inviolate. 


CxIV., 


The humor, whether calm or much perplex'd, 


Is not by things of moment ſmooth'd or vex d: 


Tis inſtant trifles, ill or well diſpos'd, N | 

That make the humor ruffled or compos'd, 
cxv. 

Love is one true original and rare, 


But there are copies of it every where. 


cxvi. Againſt 


 MAXIMS. 

N cxvi. 
Againſt a lie when we with force inveigh, 
And offer truth the rule for all we ſay, 

"Tis but to make our teſtimony great, 


And give our words a pure religious weight. 


cxvII. 
Valor thus far conſiſts in more than name: 
Tis what's called glory, and the fear of ſhame ; ; 
To make a fortune, that can pleaſure buy ; ; 


The right to cenſure ſome that ſtand too high J 


And, next, that nobler right to pull them down, 


And make their wealth and trophies all our own. 
q "This is true valor but to ſay the beſt ; 
Let liſts of kill'd and wounded ſpeak the reſ!. 
| CXVIII. | 
s Reaſon drops the plummet, chalks the line, 
80 Approbation ſtamps the great deſign. 
Thus far our purpoſe good. Yet what avail ? 
To execute, for want of ſtrength we fail, 
e Cn 
All gentle, ſweet, agreeable and fair 
| s Love; its.pleaſures are beyond compare 
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MAXIMS. 


| Yet not in love, as love, delight we find, 
Ihußve bliſs in love miſleads the blind. 


No; 'tis the manner in which love i is ſnewn, 


That charming ſomething, nothing, whence” tis known; | 


For unimportant ſympathies may ſtrike | 
The chord of hearts, and make them ſound alike. 
| | 5 . 

The ſoubs recov'ry may be virtue traps, 

She's like the body, ſubject to relapſe ; 

N For, when to both we boaſt the health's return, 
| Both very ſoon may with a fever burn, 

We fancy health eftabliſh'd ; but by fits 
Diſeaſe is changed to worſe, or intermits. 
” CXXI1, 

Two things are merit and its ellimation: 
The eager wiſh is empty reputation. | 
 Thro' all profeſſions this is underſtood ; 
Fach individual makes this maxim good: 
The ſubſtance in themſelves while they neglect. | 
To be its airy ſhade they all affect; 
And whilſt of talent reputation rings, 

| Appearances make up the maſs of things, 


cxxlI. For 


MAXIM S. 41 


: | * CXXII. 
For uſe of rules, or whether old or new, 
| Good ſenſe the ſtandard is to prove them true ; 
| With that if inconlitent when they're tried, 
As falſe, we ſhould not by ſuch rules abide. 

cCxxiII. | 
Strong paſſions tho' the cauſe of coil and ſtrike, 
Yet cured of them how vapid then is life ! . 
With them inceſſant tho' the wiſh or ſigh, 
Without them we fhould ſure of languor die. 

f | XXIII n.. 

Tho' 66 one ſays much good of us, we may 8 
Be well content with all that they can ſay: 
That is, if they will grant us one condition, 
Not to ſpeak ill of us without permiſſion, 
We think that, when we're ready at expedient, 
N Invention to our call is quite obedient: 
But this, altho' we're of it wondrous vain, 
Comes not from our fertility of brain, 
But poverty of judgment, that is caught 
By every flimſy fancy of our thought: L 
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We want diſcerning eyes to chooſe the bel, 

And ſeize e the worſt of all the reſt, 

xxvi. 

Sincerity, beheld in proper ſenſe, 

The pure criterion is of excellence: 

Each man's own heart acquaints him with its fear, 

That never man was perfectly ſincere. 

Sincerity is to a chain compar'd 

That joins two hearts, as adamantine hard, 

Security s ſtaunch bulwark, triple wall! 

Our prop of faith, without it truth muſt fall. 
TO be ſincere the intelle& i is ſtrong; . 

Rely on that that's weak, and you are wrong. 


CXXVII. 


We often ſee thoſe perſons who o poſſeſs 
Inſinuation, and a ſmooth addreſs, 

With but a ſcanty ſtock of mod'rate parts, 
Embelliſh'd with the gloſs of ſtudied arts, | 
Engroſs opinion, ſteal away eſteem, 


And bear the prize from merit in extreme, 


cxxviII. Ia 


MAXIMS. 


| CXXVIIT, 


In Land $ old age (as in old age of life) 


The likeneſs holds with huſband and with wife: 


Departed pleaſures we regret in vain, 


And yet we muſt live on, altho' in pain. 


C XXIX. 


We'll not allow, in things of ſmall regard, 


From certain men perhaps a juſt award; 
And yet the arbitration of our fame, 
Oar reputation, glory, and good name, | 
To their deciſion fully; we ſubmit 

Who will i in judgment on our actions fit, 
Againſt us tho? tis certain they pl decide, 
With prejudice or jealouſy their guide: 1 


For want of taſte, pure g genius they condemn, 


Or what they cannot emulate contemn : 


Yet, to the ſuffrage of a judge like theſe 


We freely ſacrifice our life and eaſe. 


xxx. 


In temper we are curs'd, or much are grac'd, 


| Juſt as a building well or ill is placed: 
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„3 MAXIMS. 
By the ſweet temper every heart is won; 


The aſpect fair is to the morning ſun. 


But that which ever wiſhes or repines, 
Upon the aſpect Phebus never Mines, 


CXXXI. 


In dell. love⸗ 8 airy y flights when high we're . = 


Let this ſure obſervation bring us down : 


What we did then, we now can diſapprove; 

What we are now, ſo then we might not love. 
i ſuch convictions to the ſenſe belong, 

We ſhould not prize the thing fo often wrong: 


Our preſent ſtate let's view with future eyes, 


N And ſelf· condemn'd ſell· love moſt juſtly dies. 


CXXXII. 


Confeſſing of our ſmaller faults, we mean 


Before our greater ones to hold a ſcreen, 


CXxxxIII. 


That u. man moſt ſunk in vice, yet never dare 


Himſelf an open enemy declare 


To virtue; for, when oft the hapleſs dame 


Is left a prey to miſery and ſhame, = 


It 


MAXIM S. 


It is alleg'd that ſhe is all a cheat, 
Aer gentleſt qualities are counterfeit : 
Or of ſome hateful crime ſhe is accus'd, 


Her plea in vindication ſhe's refus'd, 


CXXXIV. 

Old age, that tyrant, curbs our flowing veins, 

And o'er our ſyſtem rigid rule maintains z : ; 

His proclamation harſh, ſevere, uncouth, 

Forbids on pain of death the joys of youth. 
exxxv. 

Firm, independent, is that ſtrength of ſoul 


Which ev'n the paſſions never can controul ; ; 


Above thoſe thoughts that danger may excite, 


It ſafely ſtands on a ſuperior height : 
Emotions cannot reach the hero's heart, 
Such as ſurrounding perils might impart: 
In this ſecure, exalted, tranquil ſtate, | 
Reaſon attends i in ſteady cool debate; 
Thro' accident of terror and ſurpriſe 


He calmly ſees the path, which way it lies, 


45 


Tho! 


Tho' rapid ſeems his courſe, tis full reſolv'd, 

. To ſhadows fade the terrors that involv'd: 

Alike prepared for death or deathleſs fame, 

He hits the mark who coolly takes his aim. 
xxx vi. 

As Love approaches him no faults are ſeen: 


When paſt, the lover cries, How blind I've been!“ 


CXXXVII, | 
When hate a fav'rite's ruin would endeavour, 
5 In that is ſeen how much we love the favour. 

In bitter taunts we're ſubject to revile 


The envied few who baſk i in fortunc's ſmile. | 


I ee SE — 


The ſtrong contempt, or ſcorn, we thus expreſs 


'Gainſt thoſe who what we molt defire poſſeſs, 8 


But ſooths our indignation to a calm, 

| And, when our mind 1s hurt, applies a Lal; : 
 __ For, whillt to them our homage we deny, 
What others pay we view with ſcowling eye, 
Griev'd that we can't the honor'd man deprive 


Of rank to which we never can arrive. 


cxxXVIII. Of 


 MAXIMS. 


Of perfect valor we but little know: 
Actions are merely pageantry of ſhow ; 
Except without a witneſs that be done, - 


Which would were all the world a i looker-on, 


| CXXXINo | | | 0 
Prerogative of kings! a monarch can 
By title fix the value on the man, 
As by the laws his mandates may enjoin | 
b He lets his ſtandard value on his coin: 4 
Then on the world ſo both are iſſued forth, 


To paſs for 1 more than their intrinſic worth. 


> OB bu. 
Loft virtue when the gentle ſex deplore, 


Some yield from paſſion, but from weakneſs more: 


Thus for a conqueſt when the lover tries, 


Tis not by merit won, but enterpriſe. 


cxlII. 
Our underſtanding oft is put to ſhame 


For faults where humor is alone to blame. 


cxLII. With 


VVwaw >a 


cxLII. 


With fancied merit dwells this filly pride, S 87 
, Its own miſchances often 'twill deride; Exe 
5 The hit unlucky, or the adverſe ſtroke, ; To 
| 5 In boaſt bewail, or turn them to a joke: | Ti 
| They'd either think, or they'd have you ſuppoſe, 
hat cruel fortune marks them for her foes: . | N Ou 
; . Deploring thus how rigorous their doom, | ; Re: 
A mighty ſelf. importance N aſſume. ; | W. 
cxLIII. . | Til 
Of friends that 1 to our r hearts are held molt 6 ; Ti 
We' re apt to talk as candid as ſincere _" Bu 
But to preſerve them in our kind regard, b 
One ſubject off we carefully ſhould ward: — Tr 
Frequent to bring their faults in converſation, An 
With us they ſoon muſt loſe their eſtimation ; | No 
Their likeneſs to ourſelves in them we priz'd, | 'T 


But we diſclaim what ought to be deſpis'd. 


55 Ci. | | Th 
His weak fide ne'er was found, of ſome tis ſaid: | Ar 
Let's ſay, the ſearch has never yet been made. 5 Bu 


ExLv. Fair 


MAXIMS. 1 49 4 


| ! 1 08 
; kv. N i. 
Fair opportunity ſhould firlt be bad, | | 
N Ere we can rate the man or good or bad; 8 | | 
; To know ourſelves without it is a taſk, OR 129 q 
1 "Tis opportunity takes off the maſk. | 
N exLVI = l ö 
Our inclination leading us aſtray, f 
Reaſon attempts to put us in our way 
: We're deaf to her remonſtrance, or command. ' "of 
Till vanity the bridle takes in hand; . i | 
| 'Tis ſeldom we return for reaſon's ſake, = ö 
But vanity is hurt at our miſtake. 5 | i 
| CXLVII, 1 
True happineſs is merely ſelf. creation, | 1 | 


| And lives alone in our imagination; 

g Not things that others wiſh our with inſpire, 
| Tis that we like ourſelves that we deſire. 

: 3 85 CXLVIH.. | 

| The head conſults its council in debate, 

| And may deviſe its plans for love or hate: 
But all its wiſdom, plot, and fly deſign, 

| The unconſulted heart can eountermine 
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8 e MAxIMs. 
A bridge can well the builder's art diſplay, 


The rolling torrent waſhes it away. 
cxlix. 


In open approbation we launch forth 


Encomiums on the young beginner's worth; 


: Our praiſe procceds but from an envious ſpirit 
Gainſt thoſe that are eſtabliſh'd by their merit. 


CL. 
We readily out faults and follies own, 
When we begin to think they may be known : 
As friends grow cold to us, this cauſe we deem 
Thoſe faults have ſunk us in their good eſteem : 
And as we prove our foibles will appear, 


'Tis prudence whiſpers—* Better be ſmcere.” 


Crack'd Reputation i is a broken cup, 


Sincerity” s the paint to patch it up. 


CLI, 


In converſation wit its part may bear, 


But confidence has far the greater ſhare. 


CLII, 


By ſome effects preſented to our view, 


That love is in our naturc can't he true: 


3 
There 


One K 


dokten 


That 


Fefe 


MAXIMS, 
There are who never would the paſſion prove, 
| Nor lovers been, had they not heard of love. 
: llt 
| Thoſe faults we know we have in hopes to hide, 
| We boaſt their oppoſites with filly pride; 


| And thus the docile temper, over mild, 


5 n 
The paſſions if our guides, we've much to dread, 
Tor no conjecture tells where they may lead: 
Lament when they begin, avert their end, 
Unknown to what or where they may extend. 
Lv. 


This impoſt truth on the unworthy lays, 


Were ſure there's merit where the envious praiſc. 


cLvi. 

One kind of happineſs that's truly great 
doftens the fancied rigor of our fate; 

Chat renders us unhappy well to Know 


Ve thus prepar'd ſuch meaſures to forego. 


— 


Would have you think tis headſtrong and ſelf-wilbd. 
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4. MIAXIMSõ. 


CLVII. 


Declare you'll not deceive: : if you're believ'd, 


Vou take the ſureſt means to be deceiv' d. 


cLVIII. 


When talking of otirfelies; we might diſcover, 


That as with pleaſure we arerunning over, 


From our exceſs we ſhould be well aware 
Our auditors have but a — ſhare. 
CLIX, 


Tho lady Fortune is ſo apt to change, 


Our whims are more extravagant and ſtrange. 


cr. 
Tho' one man on another may impoſe, 


To ſuch, a maxim let this truth diſcloſe: 


That by the world he's for a ſcoundrel known ; 


That eſtimate gives every man his own. 
115 cLxI. 
Our over haſte to quit an obligation 


Is but ingratitude by implication; +: 


Which ſays, altho? my friend's become a donor, 


1 think that he's 8 nh of the honor. | 


cLx11 I. 


un 
We 
Let 


Self 
| Del 


Wh. 
| 'Tis 
Vet 
Wit] 


MAXIMS, 


CLX11, f 
in camps the clown may bruſh away his dult, „ 
The man of buſineſs poliſh off his ruſt; | (84 
But ſuch a hope at court is diftant far, | 
| The clown and cit are ſeen behind the ſtar, | 
| erxxIII. | | | | | 
| That jealouſy's a ſign of love 'tis ſaid : _ # | 
| Add ſelf to love, in either paſſion read. 5 | 
ELxIT. |-- e — 1 
I rue merit ſails, altho' ſo juſt its claim, ” | 
8 Whilſt that ſucceeds which only bears its name Wt 
Ve all admit that merit's caſe is hard, : = (7 


g Vet crown appearance with its due CO 


CLXV. 


| Sdf-flattery i 1s fuck a pleaſing thing, 
| Deluſion fled, our pleaſure ſoon takes wir Le 
+: CLIVE 
| When we are in the diſcontented vein, 
| Tis common of our fortune to complain : 
| Yet on our underſtanding to decide, 


With that we always are well ſatisficd. 
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cLXVII. 


More ample is our power than our will, 


Vet indolence can bid that pow r he ſtill: 


The thing's impracticable, then we ery: 


Tho' pow'r ſays, % Work ; 79 our will ſays, «Letit lie; 


The will endures the want, and brings the ſhame ; 


Unjuſtly on the . we throw the blame. 


+ By "Sa of its eſſects, of lore to SR 
Tis leſs of kindneſs than a hateful at 


Should diffidence in talk _ its force, 


A guarded ſilence is our ſafeſt courſe. 


"OLELXs 


+ Thoſe 8 to tend belong, 


It acts all parts, and ſpeaks in ev'ry tongue: 


More ſtrange diſguiſes who could think to fee ? 


Sometimes it looks like Py 


CLXXI, 


Du beſt of actions, if we've any grace, 


Would ſpread the crimſon hue - pay the face : : 


- Taſtead 


; W. 


t 
Taſtead of boaſt, their knowledge we'd Aifown, 


t what produc'd them to the world were known, 


cLXXII. 
Eſteem for others, when it gets above 
That for ourſelves, we may admire, not love; „ 
And yet more difficult we juſtly deem 


Co love the friend who has not our clic. 


cLXXIII. 
A laviſh pralle © on former happineſs | | 
Is full contempt on what we now poſſeſs. 
© CLKSIV. 
1 anjavited ſeldom come, 
Nor would they ever, were not vice at home : 
| To virtue's honor it muſt be declar'd, 
| Misfortune from her never has a card. 
CLXXV. 
If of ourſelves we're proud, we may be io; 
But we're abſurd when proud of thoſe we know: 
| We maſter our own faculties and pow'rs, 


| But their good qualities, ſure, are not ours. 


E 4 cex xl. Blind 


8 MAXIXS. 
f cLXXVI. 
Blind Fortune can, by coming or by going, 
| By cloſe withholding, or by much beſtowing, 
Thro' all mankind, philoſophers and fools, 


Reclaim us more than Reaſon and her rules, 


CLXXVIL, 
With old age i runs, ah ſorry caſe ! ! - 
; Our folly with it keeps an equal . [ 
%% CLX XVIII. 

Suppoſe we take the pains our faults to learn, 5 | 
We need not give ourſelves too much concern | : 
For thoſe remember'd, whether more or leſs, 
That we've ſufficient courage do ene. 25 N 
cLXX X. x 
We often of employments that we've not : IF 
Appear more worthy than of thoſe we ve got. - _- -* 
; CLAXX, 

When over-praiſe by modeſty's declin'd, 
Tis but a wiſh for praiſe that's more refin'd. kD = 
| | CLANX1, = 
To force ourſelves to love is full as vain, : 
As, when we love, from loving to refrainz : 


Then, 


1 | 1 

MAXIM. 05 57 ” 1 

Then, why rail out at the inconſtant maid ? = | ; ; 

Or ſhe your change with perfidy upbraid ? | 1 | 5 

| cLXX XII. 6 _ f 

By Nature ſome for heroes may be meant, | | 
But Fortune alſo muſt give her conſent. j 

CLXXxIII. | | $1 : | 

Our gratitude is healthy, and will live 138 

So long as ſome have any thing to give. . 

£ cC᷑xxxlv. 1 

Say, Liberality, ah! why ſo proud? 1 if | | 

Why lift thy head ſo high above the crowd po g 


More than reflection on the good we do, 1 


The arrogance of pow'r to beſtow, 
Too often makes the heart with joy expand 
Wuen to diſtreſs is reach d the open hand: 
Thus acts with generoſity are grac'd, 
Which 3 well v view d, to vanity be plac' d. 
en 
{ Our ſilenee on our faults one truth can tell, 
That we have faults, and that we know them well 
That each man loves himſelf we all muſt feel; 
And yet that ſelf the ſecret to reveal, 


Of 


-” - MAXIMS. 
Of pow'r to link him in the world's eſteem, 


He ſure muſt think a foolery extreme. 


| cLXXXVI. 

| 5 o : * : 

I! True goodneſs is a thing ſo very rare, 

it Who thinks he's good is worſe than he's aware : 


Let him not boaſt ; perhaps his beſt of deeds 
From weakneſs or complacency proceeds, 
CLXXXVIT. 


Good fortune to the world may recommend, 


But merit makes the man of ſenſe your friend. 


CLXXXVIII. 


_ Expected gratitude in full amount 


Comes, for the moſt, far ſhort of our account ; 1 
The donor's pride with that of the donee [ 
On worth of obligation can't agree. 1 

| | CLXXXIN. 1 
A ſimpleton will make a uſeful tool; - 
If he has wit, then he's a teaſing fool. | : 

© OXGs 

What obligation does that object owe L 


On whom exceſs of favours we beſtow ? 


2 er 
ö 2 be, 1 rr, 080 . 
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MAXIVS. 00h 


Moſt ſurcly none—for *tis ourſelves we pleaſe, 
When we contribute to their joy or eaſe: 

For, if their pleaſure were againſt our will, 

We might go full as far to do them ill. 95 
Let's aſk our heart, Doſt thou not find delight 
| To do this perſon good with all thy might? 


Didſt thou not feel this joy, cold wouldſt thou be; 


And they might hang, or drown, or ſtarve for thee. 
When fortune gives the means we here adore, 
For pity there they may in vain implore. 
Our love to others never ſtretches far, 
Nor where ourſelves have not the greater ſhare : 
The bee for love of flowers doth range the field; 
Tis for the ſweets his fav'rite flowers yield, 5 
In love of ſelf the paſſions all combine, 
This love for ſelf how ſceret in deſign! 
It is the fraud of every other art, 
The maſter-ſpring that works the human hawk 
E 'Tis ſupple, wily, ready at a change, 
Its transformations are ſo wondrous ſtrange. 

This love of ſelf, when to itſelf moſt kind, 
Leſs ductile than is gold, and leſs reſin'd. 


- 
AP ar 


60 MAXIMS. 

Self. love, thou ſecret not to be reveaPd ! 

Nay, from itſelf it often lies conceal'd: ; 
We know it only by a tranſient gueſs ; 

No ſearch can penetrate the dark receſs 

f Where,“ deeper than did ever plummet found, 25 
| (For yet unfathom'd the abyſs profound) 

In ſome cloſe nook obſcure ſelf-love can lie, 

Unſeen by quick diſcernment's piercing eye: 

1n this wild chaos, this abhorred hole, | 
This tomb of all that's noble in the ſoul, 

In malice it conceives, brings forth, and breeds, 
And with the daintieſt hopes then fondly feeds | 
Its offspring inclinations, numberleſs, 
| Tho' ſome it dotes on to a mad excels : 

Inſenſible to all a mother's throes, 

Of this vaſt birth ſelf-love oft nothing knows : 

They're often ſo deform'd, and monſtrous grown, 
The brats *twill not acknowledge for its own; 
Or, if it tries, it can't with eaſe believe 

That ſuch vile things it ever could conceive. 

- So long envelop'd i in thoſe murky ſhades, 
| Idea of itſelf in mem'ry fades: 


MAxXIVMS. 61 


Thus i ignorance ſuggeſts each filly thought, 
Abſurd and grols, with uncouth fancies fraught : 
Thence phantoms flit, in airy viſions range, 
And fits, and whims, and miſconceptions ſtrange : 
It thinks ſenſations are for ever dead, 
That only in a gentle ſleep are laid, 

We hear it now exult, and now deplore 
That all its warm purſuits are now no more; 
In eaſe and calm content it fits adown, 
Yet to itſelf the cauſe i is ſeldom known: 
It « only chooſes out this reſting· place, 
To gain freſh vigor for a newer chace; 
And when it thinks that it has all enjoy'd, 
It eager takes up this, with that tis cloy'd : 
Impervious miſts its frailties can enſhrine, | 
Jo fee itſelf is not its own deſign. 
Or ſay ſelf-love is Ration'd like the eye, 
Which whilſt each object round it can deſery; 
Yet all the while itſelf 1 it cannot ſee, : 


% 


And ſuch ſelf-love's true viſion ſeems to be : 
Self- love in our momentous great affairs 


| Calls forth deſires, ſolicitudes, and cares: 


if 


— — — 1 
— R A 


ä | MAXIMS. 
It ſees, perceives, invents, luſpects, divines, 
It weighs, well underſtands, admits, deſigns: 


In its defence can bid the paſſions arm, 


And point their weapons with a ſev'ral charm, 


No cement is ſo permanent, ſo ſtrong, 

As its attachments, and none laſt ſo long: 
To break or to diſſolve them may be tried, 
The ſhocks of time and fortune they abide: 

ä By obſervation we may daily ſce 

They? re proof to threaten'd ſtrokes of miſery, 

With ſelf. love beſt its own deſire prevails : 
 Thro? years where violence of effort fails, 

A great effect, by trifles when 'tis caught, 
May in a moment be completely wrought. | 
'Tis not the object's merit that inſpires, 

Nor yet the beauty it ſo much admires ; 
Self. love with merit thinks it ſhould be bleſs'd, 
And proud of ſo much beauty when. poſſeſs d: 
Ere it prefers, it gives the caſting voice, 


Then compliments its tale upon its choice; 


For, as its fancied taſte each charm 1 1m proves, 


Tis its own taſte and fancy that it loves: 


Yet 


e 6 

Vet only loves, becauſe that way icli d: 

Firſt places joy, then on it turns its mind: 
Its inclinations ever bound its views, 
Its inclinations ever it purſues: : 
It ſays to thee, My ardent love hath flown, 
Yet all the while the paſſion is its own: 
Its aim, its point, 1s one continued ſpot, 
Itſelf the arrow, pleaſure is the dot. | 
The very ſoul of unity it ſeems, 
Yet contrariety in wide extremes 
Deſcribes its outſet, journey, and its end, 
And thither all its lines converging bend. 
Imperious now *twould kill you with a frown, 
And now its ſmile ſays, I am all your own : 
The ſmile was Iate a maze of ſmooth deceit j 
The tongue can now the genuine thought repeat: 
This moment it is timid as a hare, 
The next a thunderbolt would madly dare: : 

Tis bold and coy, as cruel now as kind; 
Now knows a friend, then to a friend 1s blind. 
As inclinations hold the varied reign, = 


Fach can controul, and ſov'reign rule maintain. 
1 5 CO 


64 MIAXIMsõ. 

Its humor love, or war, or peace; yet ill 

A paſſion's ready to perform its will : 

Whate'er it does, its humor for the time 

Commands, and inclinations all muſt chime ; 

And ev'ry action tho' they ſeem to lead, 
This darling humor marches at their head: 

8o to its mind it has its buſineſs done, 

Of theſe there may be many, or but one: 

As ſuits convenience, with a ready wit, 


This one it can into a thouſand ſplit: 


When to a point it would direct their courſe, 


| Drawn into one a phalanx is the force. 
Taught by experience, or repreſs'd by age, 
We ſee it ſometimes backward to engage ; 
But as its humor ever will preſide, 

It muſt go wrong with ſuch a fickle guide : 
Tho! ſpecious proſpect of external draws, | 


In ſelf-love lies the true magnetic cauſe : 


For wealth, or fame, or pleaſure, tho' it burns, 


Yet *tis inconſtant to them all by turns, 
If after novelty it goes aftray, 


*Tis drawn by ſomething new another way 3. 


Ws 

PR = 4 
MAXIMS. | 6; 11 

If levity its roving ſaney rakes, „ | 

For lighter feathers it a ſtraw ſorſakes: | | | 

To gratify the paſſion {till to rove, = 
The love of ſelf is rivall'd by ſelf. love; Nv | 
Nay, ſuch a riddle in ſelf-love we ſee, _ | 
That 'tis inconſtant to inconſtancy; b 
Or, rather than a love of change ſorego, 
It moves from joy to pain, from bliſs to woe: | 
Its pleaſing ardor takes an eager ſpring | 
At trifles that can no advantage bring: ö 
Vith ſuch pernicious ſparks its boſom glows, g 
(That latent lie conſuming its repoſe,) _ | 1 


Unſated by fruition, 'tts in vain 


* 


| Chat it enjoys; affection is its bane: 

It flies ſo paſhon-dazzled, all amaze, 

And, like the moth, expires amid the blaze, 
Thus S21f-love's epitaph : Her cup of life 

A mixture was of happineſs and ſtrife; 


The brewage all her own, and at the brim 


The bubbling froth was light caprice and whim ; 

but bitter dregs; the whole a compound vile; 

Yet, ſelf-preſerib'd, it made the patient ſmile, 
FT of; : In- 


66 MAXIMS. 
| Incomprehenſible were all her acts, 
And all one fiction, tho' made up of facts 
To things that trifles were in ev i ſenſe 
Her application often was intenſe : 
Sometimes pure merit mov 'd her ſpleen and ſpite, 
In worthleſs objects now could take delight: 
| Her mean and ſordid motives when laid bare, 


Strange! ſhe could then aſſume a baughty air: 


To young, old, ſex, age, rich, poor, glad, or grave, 


Wa courteous, ſhe her cloſe attendance gave : 
| Tho' from a houſe ſhe was not us'd to roam, 
Her ready anſwer was I'm not at home: 
Vet where ſhe went, ſhe priz'd the daintieft fare; 
It might be ſaid, that ſhe liv'd ev'ry where : 
When to herſelf ſhe ſeem'd the moſt auttere, 
| She was not to her appetite ſevere ; 
In outward ſhew to temperance confin'd, 
In ſecret ever to her wiſhes kind: 
To abſtinence ſhe always would pretend, 
And yet repletion was her real end: 
For ſelf-denial ſeems to puniſh there, 
More amply to enjoy the banquet here. 


« To 


10 


| MAXIMS. i 
To lookers-on her health was out & queſtion, 
So wonderfully quick was her digeſtion; ; 
Whilſt eager cravings thus were underſtood, 
Subſtantial nothing was her fav'rite food: : 
Whether enjoying, or of good depriv'd, 
In eaſe ſhe fatten'd, in contentment liv d. 
Her pleaſures, when quite retrograde their courſe, 
Retir'd, but to return with greater force : 
Tho? Reaſon put her to a quick retreat, 
Self- love could even triumph in defeat: 
Vary but with her, ſhe without a pauſe 
Would fraight fly over, and adopt your cauſe : 


| This complaiſance ſhe carried to extremes, 


She'd join in all the moſt pernicious {chemes : 


Whullt j joy to ev ry ſenfe her ſoul defir d, 


| She 'gainſt each joy implicitly conſpir d: 


Exiſtence was her wiſh ; yet, ſtrange to tell, 


| By ſelf-deſtructive means to live, ſhe fell. 


Such was lelf- love, that principle of man, 


Coeval with the point where life began, 
| That did, and does, and {ill muſt actuate 


Our lives, and like the ſeas can agitate: 


Fs: With 


„ -MAXIMS 
With violence impetuous and wild 
The tide's inceſſant, tho' becalm'd and mild ; 

It runs continued, or in ebb, or flow, 1 5 
Unceaſing is the motion, quick or flow ; 
Or great or ſmall, the waves for ever roll 
Self- love thus takes dominion o'er the ſoul: 
Tis not that ſeas are ruffled by the wind, 
Eſſential is the cauſe, as in our mind: 

The winds are ſtill, and yet the waters move; 
| Life is a ſea, its current is ſeli-love. 

excl. 

When enemies into misfortunes fall, 
(For worldly ills may good and bad eathral,) 


The nature of their grieſs we curious learn; 


And whilſt we view them with a kind concern, 


Humanity thus claims the nobleſt part, 

Ard {clf-approving ſwells the lib'ral heart: 
This goodneſs is but malice in its worſt, : 
„Tis with a paltry triumph we are curſt. 
Their laſt reſource, their honelt pride we ſteal, 


And truly poignant make their ſorrows feel: 


1; 


Max IMS. 69 ..-- 

Our pity ſays, © If pitied thou mult be, | | ; | 
Poor wretch ! ſuperior beings then are we.” 2 + 
CXCIL, | 


Of conſtaney the motives may be twain - 
That bind fo faſt the faithful lover's chain : 
In thoſe we love we ſee ſome charm that's new, 
Or from a point of honor we are true. 

8 e 
A woman's wit, altho' ſhe's fair and young, 
Renders her folly, not her reaſon, ſtrong. 


CXCIV. 


| Philoſophy can triumph o'er the paſt, 


And ſmiling looks upon the future caſt; 


The preſent ill the ſtouteſt mind appalls, 


Before it vanquiſh'd reſolution falls. 


The maſter- piece of cunning is that art 

Which to the life performs the ſimple part; 
The mind at home, clear-ighted, apt and free, 
The traps laid for it never ſeems to ſee: 


E's”, Fei 


70 © MAXIMS. 
Yet none ſo fully open to deceit, 
As thoſe who think their artifice complete. 


CXCVIs 


The ruling pow'rs of love, tho” ſeeming great, 


Are often nominal, like forms of ſtate ; 
Whilſt love to correſpondence lends his name, 
To farther ſhare, how ſlender is his claim 

An equal part in what the matter's on, 
As has the Doge with what's at Venice done. 
xc VII. 

Friendſhip renew'd, if ſuch a thing can be, 


Requires a conduQ nice, not over free: 


A trifling ſhake may hopeleſs make the crack, 


Averted friendſhip ſeldom can look back. 

| | | | CXCVLII, 
To wiſdom vanity hath ſmall pretence ; | 
To know his follies ſpeaks the man of ſenſe. 


cxcix. 


Keſign'd to adverſe fortune's hard controul, 


We call our ſtupor conſtancy of ſoul: 


We're 


\ 
1 
| 

1 


MAXS. I Ut 


We're ſelf-deceiv'd ; for, this the real caſe, 


We dare not look misfortune in the face : 
However cowards ſeem to prize exiſtence, 

| They'll ſuffer death before they make reſiſtance. 
Civility, tho? pleaſant in the main, 

Is coin that's lent to be paid back again: 

To all we're civil, that it may be fad 

ad ny body, that we're quite well bred. 


Col. 

When lovers are of loving weary grown, 
They” re glad that their inconltancy is known : 
3 Upbraidings bring reciprocal abuſe, 
For breaking off this gives a fair excuſe. 

n | 
To do a mighty ill when in the mood, 
We pick our footſteps thro' ſome ifling good: 
By impulſe urg'd, we in the ill perſiſt, 
And truſt its puniſhment may thus be miſs'd : 
We think the good will make a world beguild 


Pronounce upon our ill a ſentence mild, 


DT"? | WET. 
1 
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| elt. In 
Unhappy in diſtreſs-why fortune curſe, Ti 
| When from our temper we may trace the ſource ? 

| 5 wu 'CELV« | 0 
} True love is delicate, and ſimply pure, = | M 
{ An intercourſe it cannot well endure | | | Þ 
With other paſſions; in the heart ?tis hid, | W 

: Po all that's mean an entrance 1s forbid : . | 
By chaſtity's cold hand ?tis ſafely barr'd, | ö 11 
And faithful modeſty ſtands watch and ward: | N. 
So coy it ſhrinks, and hides with ſo much care, 55 | T] 
That we ourſelves may doubt if love is there. | | 6 

CCY. 

Of gratitude there ranks a higher claſs, | II 
That by its thanks the favor can ſurpaſs : 1 
; nus, in the act by which the debt we pay, | 7 
We cannot only wipe our debt away, © | Tt 

But, by our warmth of gratitude extreme, 
Can make our creditor our debtor ſem. | 0 
„ e | 0: 


'Tho' jealouſy is a moſt woſul plight, 


It ſeldom any pit y can excite 


In 


MAXIMS. 
In thoſe who cauſe it; rage, or ſigh or tear, 
They calmly take with a triumphant ſneer. 


CCVIL. 


Of death we little know, when, how, or why, 


More than that 'tis a cuſtom once to dic: 
To the ſad confines if reſign'd 1 we go, 
We but ſubmit becauſe it muſt be ſo, 
CCVIII. 
To men in pow'r attachment we profeſs ; 
| Nay, warm affection too we may exprels : 
Their cauſe a3 we eſpouſe with partial zeal, 
| oclf-1nt'reft lights the fervor that we feel. 
cCcix. | 
| The ſhifts we mc: ofily uſe our faults to hide 
| re ſo abſurd, ſo threadbau e, thin and pied; 
Twere better let the naked fault be ſeen, 
| Than patchcs wear ſo ſcandalous and mean, 
cx. 


When we are eager in our commendation 


; On thoſe who favor us with admiration, 


Our 


„„ MAXI. 
Our praiſe may be ſuſpected ; "I at moſt, 
Tis but our own good qualities we boaſt. 5 
8 3 CCXI. | 


Of eloquence the words make ſmalleſt part ; 


In look, and tone, and geſture, lies the art. 
ccxII. 95 


Our worlt of ices ſeldom can expoſe 


Us to the malice of 1 invet*rate foes, 
So much as ſome that well deſerve ps ; 
This tax ſevere to envy merit pays: . 
Our good adds poiſon to the venom'd tongue; ; 
Tf bad, the bad rejoice that we are wrong. 
| 5 Cent. . 3 
; Its name true magnanimity defines, 
N | | This virtue all that's great and good combines 
If oppoſite extremes can be allied, 0 | 
It conſtitutes che pure good ſenſe of pride: : 
| is honor's ore without alloy of ſhame, 


The full fair price that buys an honeſt fame. 


CCXIV., Its ; 


MAXIMS. 
CCXxIV. 


Its diſappointment tho? the cauſe of ſtrife, 


Hope carries us agreeably thro' life, 


CCXVs 
Prudence with Love inceſſant war maintains; 
With loſs of Prudence, Love begins its gains: 
They're incompatible, and that muſt ceaſe 
When this arrives to its full grown increaſe. 
 CCxVl, 
Some even boaſt their memory is gone, 
But a defect in judgment none will own. 


cCCxVII. 


The heart i is ſuch a copious magazine 
Of contrarieties, that, were they ſeen, 
Wed ſay, imagination ne'er invents 


The hundredth part of half 1 its mix d contents. 


ccxviü. 
Thoſe whom [I've ſerv'd I had much rather ſee 


Than thoſe who have a ſervice done to me: 


There, proud of what my means and will can do, 
My own ſuperior conſequence I view: 


Here? 


* i 


76 MAX DIG. 


Here, wounded pride a favor cannot bead, 


So ſore my conſcious littleneſs I feel. 


ccxix. 
Women to rumor all their virtue owe; 
They're virtuous but to be reputed ſo; _ 


To ſhame and love's tumultuous perturbation. 


＋ hey eaſe prefer, and care for reputation. 


cx. 
He who on trifling things his time wal waſte, 
Altho' poſſeſt of genius, wit and taſte, 


May much enfeeble each, or all expend, 


And be unfit for any uſeful end. 
ccxxl. 


Juſt as the paſſions own her grave controul, 


When ſimple Moderation rules the whole 8 


So o'er the appetites, that craving band, 


Sage Temperance aſſumes her wiſe command ; 


To break her laws no virtue in our fear, 


Tis all-beloved ſelf to us is dear: 


Care for our health alone, might we confeſs, 


Moſtly prevents our riot and exceſs. 


CCXXII, 


When 


Max IRIS. 


— 


CCXXITI, 
When people ſay that praiſes are our due, 
We're not ſurpriſed ; they tell us nothing new, 
cCcxxIII. 
To do much good is not a fool's good tate; 
He wants materials for a work ſo great, 
cexxiv. 
When idleneſs, to gain its purpoſed end, 
Doth induſtry to others recommend; 
It ſees its own diſtreſs faſt coming on, 
If all were like itſelf, and nothing done. 
ccxxv. 
The Paſſions may, from ill ot over uſe, 
Their very oppoſite extremes produce: 
The Mifer's hand, in avaricious graſp, 
By dropping thouſands, poverty may claſp ; 
No more a mggard, now that he is poor, 
Een bounty gives the welcome at his door. 


The thoughtleſs ſpendthrift, with a laviſh hand, 


By ſquand'ring hundreds, thouſands may command ; 


He feels the mighty uſe of potent gold, 
The prodigal a miſer now behold 1. | 


— 


? 
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| Nay, more effect the paſſions on us have, 


Exceſs of fear hath made a coward brave ; 
And intrepidity, from coolneſs, may 
Into a timid languor die away. 

CCXXVI, 


Of all abilities the ſureſt teſt 


Is that that's able to conceal the reſt, 


-COXXVIT: --: 


When madam Virtue wants to take a ride, 


Dame Vanity goes jogging by her ſide : 


But finding that ſhe can't get on with ſpeed, 
She borrows her companion's lively ſeed. 


Our ſole attention and our time we waſte 


Upon a fancy, this we call our taſte 35 


To this our mat heart 1 is fo attach' d, 


Care for our int'reſt to it can't be match'd : 

All but our taſte our modeſty foregoes, 

Our taſte brings all poſſeſſions to a cloſe; 5 
I0 part with life we ſooner would agree, 


Than that top feather of our vanity. 


ccxxix. With 


MAXIMS, 79 - 


COXXIX, 
With abllinacy (if in full we 8 
Ideas there are few, and thoſe but weak; 
Capacity the eaſier comprehends; 
What's ductile ſooneſt to the purpoſe bends ; 
Ev'n truth but dazzles with a radiant light; 
1 We re ſtopt by fear, when dim the mental Gght. 


cxxx. 

Convenient marriages there may be many, 

Delightful marriages moſt ſure not any> : 
COCXXXTs 

When on a point we argue moſt ſincere, 

And ſtate each circumſtance preciſe and clear, 

The ſubject is ourſelves; the leading clue, 


To give our faults a pleaſing point of view. 


COXXXII. 
As youth, from heat of blood, 18 0 to range; 
Old age, from habit, ſeldom likes to change. | 


S XXIII. 
Some hols deſerve. our pity, not our hate, 


5 Their follics all ſeem ac d by fate: 3 
= 
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| On ey: follies unenploy d, 


Some fooliſh things they cannot well avoid. 
. CCXXXIV, 


: Leſs liberal i is nature than ſhe's juſt, 
And to her diſtributions we may truſt | 
Our vice, our virtue, ſhe has circumſeribed, 
| They're not by inclination to be bribed; 
For at our birth, of talents tho? ſo free, 
She ſets ſtrict limits to capacity ; 
And vice and virtue, that can order fo, 


Beyond its bounds they re Tuller'd not to go. : 


cexxxv. 
All women are coquettes, altho' but part 


Will venture at a practice in the art; 


| ns > - 


Vet, even thoſe will make their fill appear, 


If unreſtrained by reaſon or id tear, 


— 


CCAARY "bp 


In laſlitude of bats oft we find 


A mere ſham plea for idleneſs of mind. 


c cxxxVII. 


MAKIM S. TY 


oexxxvii. 

| Strange that our memories ſhould be ſo Rrong, 
Kecounting facts, that happen'd to us young, 
Minute in every part; and yet fo frail 
Is mem'ry to forget that they are ſtale, 
| We cannot call to mind we've often told 
The ſame to this ſame hearer, and ?tis old. 

CCXXXVIIL, 
| Let cunning in deſign its art diſplay ; j 
| Yet of its execution we may lay, 5 
| That when to hide one part it takes ſuch care, 


| By that, the worlt it uſually lays bare. 


CCXXXIX, 
| 7 lay we never do coquet, is ſure 


| To act the very thing that we abjure. 


; CCXL, 

| | By detail we ſhould know to know things well, 
N do many parts, too inſinite to tell; 

j In human knowledge ſyſtem is a whim, 


| | Our v view a | glance, we o'er a ſurface ſkim. 
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92 MAXIVIS. 
CCXLI. 
: Slander is trac'd from malice and the devil, 
But ſimple Vanity may ſpread the evil. 
c ft 
The ſentiments, opinions, thoughts, and paſſions, 
| Nay, geſture, tone, and look, have each their faſhions; 
And as theſe rule the limbs, the voice, or face, 
From their uncouthneſs or peculiar grace, 
: Entire we make our eſtimate of ſuch 


As uſually dilgutt, or r pleaſe us much. 
CCXL111, 

We 8 gueſs at what the head can do, 

But very little of our heart we know, 
comers. 


From 7 I timidity, or Sine.” 
A triumph o'er our paſſions we proclaim : 
We know the victors; yet, to other eyes, 


Our dormant virtue carries off the prize. 
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MAXIMS. 


CCXLV, 


On terms of ſtricteſt tie with her we love, 


Secure of welcome back, we're led to rove ; 


This doubt can rivet faſt the lover's chain; 
Once gone, he may not be recety'd again. 
COXLYT, 
Ve ks ill ſtories at the common woid; 

_— all as of a thing aſſur'd: 

Too lazy to examine, or our pride 

| Againſt our neighbour can ſo ſoon decide: 
The ſtory falſe, we're of the ſlander free; 


And if tis true, we're better = than he. 


CCXLYIT. 
In our attempt to wipe away the ſtain 
| Of friends we wrong, to others we complain: : 
Iconſtancy becomes a baleful vice, 
When ſlander is engender'd by caprice. 
CCXLYNI,. 
Tho' for a virtue clemency may paſs, 
dy, Should it always rank in ſuch a claſs? x. 


Tis often vanity, or indolence, 


As often fear; or tak e it in each! ſeuſe 
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„ MAXIM s. 


Diſtinct, or in its ſource we find 1 

Fear, vanity and indolence combin'd. 4 
: CCXLIX, 1 
Who thinks he harbours fierce ambition's fires, 1 
But moderation conquers his deſires, 0 
Is wrong; they ever chooſe a diff'rent road, P 
Nor will one manſion do for their abode. 4 
VVV Sh 
We'd rather of ourſelves recount ſome ill, 0 
OEM | | . ! 
Than let the tongue he abſolutely ſtill. - 
. . | To 
cri. | i, - 1 


In erudition when we far have gone, 

Tis curioſity that ſpurs us on; 
I' wo motives make the ſource of this deſire: 
| For ſelf-advantage, learning we acquire; 
Or elfe, from proud pre-eminence, to gain 


That point to which another can't attain, 


„ COLI” 
When raging fever thro' the ſyſtem burns, 
Med' cine ill-timed but to a poiſon turns : 

When worldly matters thus diſorder'd are, 

Of raſh expedient we ſhould be aware; 


MAXIMS. 35 
The aca is not in what the cure ſupplies, 


But in the knowledge where the danger lies, 
CCLIIL. 

Thoſe actions that in ſtory brighteſt ſhine, 

Which politicians place to deep deſign, 

Might be deduc'd by careful obſervation 

From mad caprice or vicious inclination: 

Cæſar and Anthony, thus underſtood, | 

Shed each their glorious ſhare of human blood, 

Only to try which had the greater right 

To give a maſter to the world by fight : 

Hiſtor:ans gave them fame, and could not ſee 


Their patriot fire was burning jealouſy. 


| eCLIV. | 

The high and low are equal in their pride, 
Altho' their means to ſhew it differ wide. 

FI 
Women are more to love than friendſhip prone, 
In one reflection is the reaſon ſhown : 
To thoſe who ever fel: love's ardent flame, 
Friendſhip is but inſipid, cold and tame. 
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5 MAXIXSĩ. 

cervl. 
To ſay that minds are either weak or ſtrong, 
For terms expreſſive ſure have ſomething wrong, 
Tis as the body's organs are diſpos'd, 
7 of which are mona or ill eltects compos he 


ccLvII. 
Our homely ſclves "ti s better to appear, 
Than ſhine in clothing that we wiſh to wear. 
CCLVIIL. 
Ambition may propoſe ſome certain end, 
| To ſelſ-deceit ſuch flatt'ring ſancies tend: 
This point attain'd, becomes the means to ſtretch 
| The wiſh to higher things far out of reach, 
cclix. 
"To treachery they moſtly have recourſe, 
Who find their faculties fall ſhort in force: 
The able man on candor builds his pride, 
But weakneſs and deceit are near allied. 

CCLX, 


Love, like the fire, i is out, or ever. glowing, 


To agitation its exiſtence owing : 
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In hope or fear is love; on their demiſe, 


We then may ſafely ſay the paſſion dies. 


We're with ourſelves ſo very high in favour, is 
That one deluſion ſeems our ſole endeavour ; 


To dreſs our vices up of every claſs, 
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And then for handſome virtues make them pals ; | it 
Yet our impoſture is fo full and broad, | 
All but ourſelves with eaſe perceive the fraud, | = | 
CCLXII. „„ | 

Bright merit to ſome eyes is veil'd in cloud, 
Such ſights to 1gaorance are not allowed: 
They won't believe the fact they cannot fee, 

From comprehenſion's want comes myſtery. 

cCLxXIII. 


So ſight a woman's firſt faus- pas is reckon'd, 


'Tis ſcarcely mention'd till ſhe makes a ſecond, 


CCLXEIV, 


That man's a ſocial animal we boaſt, 


The truth of this we practiſe to our coſt : 
In mivgling theſe aſpire, and thoſe can loop, 
Rach in the other hopes to find a dup?: 
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Did all not play ſome game, and cheat to win, 
Society would ſoon be very thin. 
CCLXV. 

By fancied merits when the mind's entrapt, 
And in the ſoft and gentle viſion wrapt, = 
Tis cruel, tho? a token of efteem, 

To wake us from the ſweet and pleaſing dream, 
CCLXVI. 

Leſt cloſe ber ers ſhould our form deride, 


In trim diſguiſes * hat we are we hide ; 


But half that pains to make us what we ought, 


Dif guiſes were not worth a ſecond thought : 

Juſt as we are appearing to men's eyes, 

We then ſhould have no need for a diſpuiſe. 
ccLxvII. | 

Againſt one weakneſs tho' we guard each word, 

We fall into another more abſurd : 

Our WIVES to mention is a fault extreme, 


| And yet ourſelves we make our conſtant theme. 


CCLXVIIT. | 
As tho! of lt we had a ſtinted ſtore, 


We're ſtill ſolicitous to make us more; 


Aﬀected 
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Affected kngularties we chooſe ; 

Their cultivation can this end produce : 

Each ſeems at length a natural defect, 

Nor can ourſelves their origin detect. 

CCLXIX, 

Various and many are the cures for love, 

But none of them infallible we prove. 
ceLxx. 

Prudence, when rais'd to an exalted ſtation, 

: Puts on the cautious maſk of moderation ; 

With pow'r intoxicated we may fear 

Malignant Envy's mortifying ſneer: 

It ſhews how deep ſmooth policy can go, 

Of mental ſtrength the oſtentatious ſhow 2 

By moderation we convince the crowd 


"Tis not in Fortune s pow to o make 1s proud. 


Set. 
Sueceſs from forecaſt when we would expect, 
By penetration, for its beſt effect: 
Whether our game is elephant or lark, 
| Better fall ſhort, than over-ſhoot the mark. 


CCLXXII. 
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5 CCLXXI1, | 

W ith attributes to pleaſe, perhaps ideal, 

We think the pleaſure that we give is wala 

: This ſatisfaction ſeems our ſum of thought, 
And by that ſoothing fallacy we're caught. 

3 ccLXxXIII. 

He's wrong ho thinks that flattery 'S hates; 

"Tis but the manner that di IT creates. 


CCLXAXIV, 
Upon. theſe princip Jes a madman acts, 
And this conception has a foo! of facts: 
Full to their viſion as all objects paſs, 
Their preſent humor is their optic glaſs : 
And as that humor then may chance to be, 


Things black or white, or good or bad, they ſce 


Young women, „ who THF not be thourht coquettes, 


Should never talk of Cupid s baits or nets: 
From all love ſubjects ſhould old men refrain 
Who would not be ridiculous or vain: 

Or let them mention love, its joys or cares, 
As matters that are no concern of theirs, 
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CCLAXVI. 

Our friends? affliction does not give us grief, 
When we've the means to render them relief: 
Altho? concern'd, our ſorrows ſoon ſublide, 
As their misfortunes ſerve to feed our pride, 
And give our power ſuch gigantic ſtature, 
By means to ſignalize our own good-nature, 

CCLXZVI1, 
Since human nature is to int'reſt prone, 
This ſhould be duly weigh'd ; for well "tis 49 nown, 
As Intereſt herſelf will not diſpute 
That happineſs makes up her grand ate 
Of vice and virtue it muſt be allow'd, 
The latter points her out the ſureſt road. 


CCLXXVIIIs 


When we are conſcious that our friends have reaſon 


To charge us with ſome underhanded treaſon, 


We firſt begin our faults to Jultty, 
By in ** them ſome paltry lie. 


We come aſham'd before our fav'rite fair, 


When we have been coquetting it elſewhere : 
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92 MAXIMsõ. 

Ev'n women need their beſt diſimulation 

To hide from thoſe they love a fly flirtation. 

CCLXXX. 

To pleaſe, we mult not to our merits truſt, 

For thoſe poſſeſt of many oft diſguſt; 

Whilſt, with as many faults and follies, ſome 

Can pleaſure bring with them where'er they come. 
cerxxxi. 

Great men the greater faults; and, more to dread, 

The danger is, they're by example ſpread. 

CCLXXXIT, 

Moſt exquiſite, and that in high degree, 

Whilſt we allow our ſenſibility, _ 

Beyond it far by their occaſions mov'd, 

| Exceſs of grief and joy is ſometimes prov'd : 

The bounds of feeling they ſo far o 'ericap, 

That Senſibility they lay aſleep, 

As if all- animated ſenſe were clos'd, 


And to a death-like apathy 1 d. 


cxxxIII. 
Of active vice or virtue wrong the notion, 


: For int Te" tis that ſets them both i in motion. 


2 | CCLXXXIV. 
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MAXIMS, 
cLxxxiv. 
To give good- nature all its execution, 


The great capacity is reſolution: 


The weak too ſoon are Ca? d, PE grow unkind; EG 1 


. To perſevere i in good ſhews ſtrength of mind. 


CCLEXXV, 

As we deceive the fancy we careſs, 

And hug ourſelves upon our ly ſuccels, 
Our dupe does not ſo fine a fool's-cap wear 
As that in which we to ourſelves appear, 


When, by our own credulity betray'd, 


We're caught in traps for us by others laid. 


ccLXxxvI. 
Tho' Love its viſits uninvited makes, 
Deny ourſelves, yet no excuſe he takes: 


And tho' impoſtors may aſſume his ſhape, | 


Diſtinguiſh'd is the godhead from the ape. 


CCLXXXVII, 


Cure for all faults but weakneſs may be found, 


For we're ourſelves unconſcious of the wound. 


CCLAXXVILL. 


. M ——T—T—T——— * — — 


93 


2 ˙—— 
— — . * 
os * * 


* 2 Ire n 
—— Re ers — en, 2 


"A | 
3, \ 
x 
; 
4 . 


: = K N — : = — . * * a e 
* = -—_ of + 3 I» — * 
mmm GI SIE Tree Be Error etna ne ne 2 , _ » e 


. 


8 MAXIMS. 


cc LXXXVIII. 


Women are conſtant to the firſt they like, 


Unleſs a ſecond ſhould their fancy ſtrike; 
| Love's firſt impreſſion nothing can eraſe, 


Except the love that comes to take its place. 


'CCEXXXIT;, 


Some people, not remark'd for being wiſe, 


Yet rich, affect their riches to deſpiſe : : 


But we ealth is wiſdom- proof, ſo very few 


: Know truly with their riches what to do. 


CCXC. 


Seli-tove excells them far i in craft and guile. 


ccxXx ci. 


Without caryelty; we never can 


Adapt our meaſures to a given plan ; 


Nay, equal ſkill is in the conduct ſhown, 


As if the firſt deſign were all our own: 
Ability's required to follow rule „ 


Good counſel's loſt when proſſer d to a fool. 


| We talk of 3 men, their cunning, wile; 
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MAXINMS. 
CCXCIL. 
What is v agreeable: ? Tis undefined, 
And undefinable, not in the mind, 
Nor in the heart, the perſon, nor the ſoul ; 
It is that correſpondence of the whole 
It is not beauty, yet it is much more, 
That {ymmetry, an idol we adore, 
Without a name, or ſign, or rule, or law, 
- The tout-enſemble of the je ne ſgai quoi. 
cxciiI. 

Who weary us, we freely can forgive; 
But thoſe we w eaſy, never whit we live, 

ECXCIV« PE ne, 
Juſt as our fr ends our r preſent humour ſuit ; 
Opinion brings their merits in diſpute, 
Our ill or good word ever reſts upon 
The terms they keep v with us, or off or on: 
Their good we lower, and their ill we raiſe, 
An erring ſtandard is our blame or praiſe, 
| ccxcv. 
Some paſſions criminal, and even baſe, 


: = 
We often bor, and with unbluſhiug face; 
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: 96 | | MAXIMS, 
But tcolking envy all ſo much deteſt, 


That none will own they harbour ſuch a gueſt, 


ccxcvi. 


With bt pleaſure, and with meh parade, 


5 We ſee ſmall favours commonly repaid ; 

Nay, mod'rate ones ſome people go ſo far 

As to acknowledge, and with punctual care; 
Great ones, examples may be daily cited, 


Are moſtly by 8 requited. 


1 cexcvri. 
Give wood advice we may ; ; what can that do 


Unleſs we could beftow good conduct too? 


ccxcviII. | 
Our paſſions, tho' with violence they rage, 
Have intermiſſions at each diff rent ſtage : 
But vanity admits of no degrees, | 

No reſpite can we find from that diſeaſe. 
ecxcix. 


Such i 18 ; the lib'ral nature of "wo wil, 


We're much to anſwer, if our deeds are ill ; 


They're | 


It 
© 7 


MAXIMS. f 97 


They're at our pleaſure upon moſt oecaſions, 
As rhymes we chooſe in verſe for terminations. 
ccc. 

In moſt aflictions, frequently we find | 
Hypocriſy, and that of ev'ry kind : 
| Weeping for friends our ſorrows can't recall, 
Tis for ourſelves the drops of anguiſh fall ; 
Lamenting over joys that are no more, 
Our own departed pleaſures we deplore 
The dimi nution of our fortune, pride, 
Gur dear importance, thouſand things belide : 
And thus, whil!t fun'ral honors grace the dead, 
But for che living” wells the proud parade, 
Impoſing on ourſelves; and yet there is 
Hypocriſy leſs innocent than this, 
One that, impoſing on the world, aſpires 
To thoſe immortal griefs the world admires, 
And then in borrow'd plumes appears ſo fine, 
It ſeems to emulate a grief divine; 
For tho' when time, that all things will conſume, 5 
Decays their real grief, yet in its room, 
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08. MAX DIS. 
With oltentatious ſhew they graves porn, 
And in mock woes continue ſtill to mourn, 


Perſiſting {ill in fighs till lateſt breath: 


The guſhing tear muſt flow till ſtopt by death. 


In this vain, troubleſome, this filly woe, 
This inconſiſtent pageantry of ſhow, 

Fit ſubject for burleſque and ridicule, 
Ambitious women moſtly play the fool: 
Women debarr'd from antic tricks of ſtate, 
Or what are called the glories of the great, 
Such fly manocuvres artfully contrive, 

In hopes a name their beauties may ſurvive. 
As faded charms, 


Their laurel 's cypreſs, monument an urn. 


ah! never can return 


And yet of grief we know another ſpring, 


Whence petty woes the ready tear can bring 5 


This is“ the fruitful river of the eye, 


A fount that ſoon runs o'er, and ſoon is dry; 


We weep to prove how much the boſom {marts, 


We weep to ſhew that we have tender hearts : 


No cauſe have we of weeping ſo, except 


We weep that yet we may be overwept ; 


MAXIMS, 


Or we d bathe i in tears in hopes to keep 
Aloof the ſcandal, that we cannot weep. 


| CCCI. 
At each new ftage of life that we arrive, 
We ſurely ſhould know better how to live; 
Without that knowledge yet we travel on, 


Each but a novice when the journey's done. 


CCCI1, 

More honour to ſuppoſe a falſe friend juſt, 

Than chance to wrong a true one by diſtruſt, 
:CCCIH. 

dome their ſelf- love manage with much fill, 

And ſome conduct their elf. love very ill: 

Virtue and vice are what theſe two produce, 


Put by the owners to their ſep'rate uſe. 


| cCcciv. | 

As paſſions againſt character combine, 

Ye females, who to love yourſelves reſign, 
Charge not your fault on Cupid's piercing dart, 
ror i in it Love has but the ſmalleſt Pert. 
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160  MAXTMS. 

cccv. 
The world is apt to cenſure we complain, 
Examples ſhew this charge is weak and vain ; 


For we are oft'ner to falſe merit kind, 


; TRE to the luſtre of true merit blind. 


8 cccvi. 

When with a friend our ſecret we repoſe, 
And tell him all our joys, or all our woes, = 
Our confidence claims little obligation, 
We only gratify our inclination, 

To make him either pity or admire, 


As each may feed ſelſ. flattering deſire. 


ccni. 
True love is wondrous rare, the poets ſing; 


But yet true Oy is a rarer thing, 


c nl. 
He's more unhappy, whoſe diſcerning eye 
In all around the {ſmalleſt faults can ſpy : 
Than he who unconcern'd views great and ſmal!, 


And knows with truth that he's diſliked by all 


CCC. 


e,, 


CCCIX. 


In ſcarch of knowledge this the ſtudent's bia, — 


Throw by your books, tis time to ſtudy man, 1 
or 
"Tis not a love for juſtice, but the fear 


To ſuffer by injuſtice, that's ſevere, | e FR 


CCCXI. | 
A paſſion gone, or likely to depart, | 


Still with emotion agitates the heart ; 
Before this perturbation quite ſubſides, 
5 different one into the vacuum glides. | wy 

Far more ſuſceptible the troubled breaſt, | 4 

Than if new paſſions found it quite at rel. 


| CCCXI1, | 
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He has of wiſdom a moſt happy le 
Who knows his own deficiencies, and where; 


Tho' ſtrength of intellect may be denied, „ | 


The want by prudent caution is ſupplied, -- 
CCCXx111. | | CDG TE . | 
To blame ourſelves i 18 One of many ways 5 


By meanneſs practiſed for extorting praiſe, 


1 cecgexiy. 
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1 © MAXIMS, 
ccextv. 


Moſt things are to be done ; yet ſhould we fall, 
Againſt the hardneſs of our taſk we rail: 


But that's of induſtry ſelf-approbation, 


The cauſe is often want of application. 


cccxv. 


Our paſſions of the ſoul are the diſeaſe; 
And we're as ſubject to be ſick of theſe, 
As is the body to be taken ill, 
And when, alike depends upon our will: 
Infe&ion's near appar ently i in health, 
> paſſions ſeize upon the ſoul by ſtealth ; 
We think we're well when death is at our door, 


And paſiion- fever'd when we 're moſt ſecure. 


CCCXVI, 


Things ſometimes come more finiſh'd to our thought, 


Than with our utmoſt labour could be wrought. 


All human prudence, if examined right, 


Is ſelf. love, placed in advantageous light: 


Prudence i 18 what it ſhould be; tis therefore 


| Full what is proper, but it is no more. 


"a cccxvII. 


7 


MAXIM S. 


| CCCxvVIIL | 
The underſtanding ſhrewd in penetration 
The future views in earneſt ſpeculation, 
And all its ſtock of forecaſt out will call 
Againſt the many, ills that may befall: 
Till we're in fortune's ſecrets, this is vain; 
Let underſtanding preſent ills ſuſtain. 
| ccex ix. 
When pride with affectation of contempt 
Sces faults from which ſhe thinks herſfelf exempt, 
The nobleſt virtues too he'll alfo ſcorn, : 


Conſcious thoſe virtues don't herſelf adorn, 


A partial clemency is but the art 
By which a king entraps a ſubject's heart. 


| | CCCXXI, 

The miſer, in poſſeſſion of his ſtore, 

Thinks he ſtands ſafe upon the happy ſhore : 
Gold 's but the ſhip that brings us to the coaſt, 
And in our paſſage may we not be loſt ? 
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| cccxxII. 


| Our inclinations whim can not derange ; 


— 


Our taſte may with the varied faſtions chance. 
| ccexxiII. 

He that his own true worth ſeems not to Know 

Is ſure an honeſt man, and think him ſo. 


cccxxIv. 


Objcas of love by novelty are graced, 
But like the bloom of fruit 'tis ſoon cTaced ; 
 Aﬀection hold what novelty hath won, 


Let ſweetneſs pleaſe when off the bloom is gone. 


cccxxv. 
Our penetration is our choiceſt treat, 


It ſooths us with a pleaſing Faf-conce't; 


A bliſs too much for human mind to bear, 
Of divination it has ſuch an air; 


An incenſe to our vanity it pays, 


And ſheds around us bright Pithean rays. 
ccxxvi. 


Not ardent 3 are the paſſions that inſpire, 


| When reaſon deigns to > fanRiify debre, 
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MAXIMS. 


CCCXXNVIILL | : KO 5 1 
Whillt both the body and the mind are well, MM 
A cloſe obſerver may ſometimes foretell, 6 
By ſudden ſymptoms, or by flow degrecs, = | | 
What 8 A* to prove e their en diſeaſe. — Ml 

cccxxvilI. col 
To lay what mould be {aid, and 1085 ig more, | | 


Is of pure eloquence the ſerling ore. 


cccxxix. 


P I PE err 9 a Fes 


The judging world all purpoſe over-rutes, 
Opinion ſets us down as knaves or fools : 1 


ions examined only from their face, 


r 


Apparently are either W. eak or baſe : | 
Yet wite and virtuous were the purpoſe known— 


Event is theirs, the motive was our own, 
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„% 
Great Nature's gifts to happineſs all tend, 
Our organs are adapted to that end; 
As favours on the body ſhe beltows, 


Her ample bounty thus the mind endows : 
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For this great purpoſe ſhe has given pride, 


Our faults and follies from ourſelves to hide ; 
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106 | MAXIMS. 


The 6ight, ſhe fear d, might give us too much pain, 


Her pooreſt gifts are not beſtow di in vain. 


CCCXXkXI, 


_ Perſons and converſation ſooneſt tire 


Of thoſe whom reaſon bids us to admire. 
| ern. 
With lenient eye another's fault we ſee, 
When from its ill effects ourſelves are free. 
eo nn, 
When o'er the paſſions art would throw a veil, 


Before we let diſſimulation fail, 


: 4 Our honor for ſuch purpoſe may be us'd, 
Or ſweet religion for this end abus'd : 
But ſmall advantage from a cheat ſo mean, 


Thro' it are all the hideous paſſions ſeen. 


] | cccxxxiv. | 
1 Tut ſuch a man is rational we lay, _ : 
| As means preſent, or apt, fall in his way, | 
| To ſee, diſtinguiſh, and, when knowu, to taſte, 

6 Nor chance, or great or ſmall, nor time to waſte, 1 
N | When rational the faculties poſſeſs d, =” 3 
g ö le, and no other, is with realon bleſs'd. 
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MAXIMS. 9 107 

cc kxxxx. 
Extenſive education gives to youth e 
Such new ideas, purity, and truth, 
The open mind with ſo much good it fills, 
A ſecond ſelf it gradually inſtills. 

cecxxxvi. 

'Tis ſaid that Jcalouſy is Love's twin brother: 
The one may alſo long ſurvive the other; | 
For tho! our love no longer will abide, 


We never wiſh its place to be ſupphed. 


cc xXxRXVII. 
To part with life is ſeldom our deſire, 
Yet to immortal glory we aſpire; 
For this the brave, amidſt the hoſtile firife, 
By dex'trous feats ſo well preſerve their life: 
Thoſe verſed in points of law thus uſe chicane, 
Their property to keep, their ſuit to gain. 
CCCXXXVI1L, 
Follies are dangerous the more they pleaſe, 


For then they” re caught and ſpread like a liſcaſe, 
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— ” MAXIMS. 


CCOXXXIX. 


Both men and things have each their point of view, 


And ſeen from thence we form a judgment true; 


Of ſome far off we draw concluſions clear, 


And ſome are better known by being near, 


-.CCCXKL,. 


Whatever we pretend by tears of woe, 


From intereſt or TORE at flow, 


| CCCXLI. 
+ be Wk we may octation could we . | 
Our ver ral wiſh for meddling we'd forego ; 


O'er our conception folly throws a charm, 


And we're unconſcious of the *pending harm : 


To ſee the miſchiefs round that lie in wait, 


Requires ſome wiſdom, or precaution great. 


cccxLII. 


When wounded ſenſe moſt exquiſitely feels 


Another's pride, our anguiſh then reveals 


That our own hearts are amply fraught with pride— 


There lies the hurt by which we re : mortified, 


CCCXL1II, 


MAXIMS. 


COCXLIN. 
The firſt, altho a violent defire; 
As reaſon bids may from the mind retire; 
But this not done, it is a taſk indeed 
To ſatisfy all thoſe that may ſucceed. 


On love when hard our wk hen bear, 


Its falſchood uſually Oy our ear. 


CCCXLY. 
5 Juſt as the ſtate of body is inclin'd, 

It throws a firong efſe& upon the mind; 
For when we're out of ſorts we're ill diſpos' 
The health of body makes the mind . 
The ſoul hath, harmoniſed, a calm retreat, 


The e tenant of a pleaſant ſeat. 


cccxlvi. | 
The firſt advantage real talent brings 
Is well to eſtimate the worth of things : : 
To look on life, and in the living page 
To ſtudy well the genius of the age, 


cccxrvit. 


105 


— 
— PII 
— — p — 
* * a —— — 42 0 
* F , . — 1 . 
. = x 2 3 . "4 : 
25 * © » J 


MAXIMS. 
CCCXLVII. 


His native qualities ſcarce make a fool 


So plain a but for laugh and ridicule 


As thoſe put on, and with fo ill a grace 
That all his ſmiles appear but vile grimace. 
CCCXLVITI. 


To fall in love, or headlong down a well, 


5 Reaſon or r ſexton ring the paſſing-bell 


CCCXLIX. 


Some blame i is praiſe, lome ſort of 5 is blame; 


Look to the cauſe, no matter for the name. 


_ CCCL, 


| Virtue is not to one pure andard fix 4, 


As poiſons are with medicines commix'd : 


A compound 1s of vice and virtue made, 


And reaſon takes the 'pothecary's trade; 


She tempers, blends, and rolls the motley pill, 


And this of life f is cure for ev'ry ill. 


ccclLI. 


Action ſhould with deſign be duly ſquar'd; 


When diſproportion'd, the effect is marr'd. 


CCCL11, 


I a — 2 


MAXIMS, | "Ht. 


CCCLII, 

Where gil we e love, there ſtill we may forgive; 
For love can pardon whilſt that love can live: 
But when all hopes of pardon are no more, 
Then love's demiſe we ſafely may deplore. 

CCCLINT: 
Bold guilt can often that protection gain 
Which modeſt innocence may alk in vain, 

ny 'CCCLIV, 

"Tis ſaid we're pleas'd or pain'd by thinking fo, 
But falſe our eſtimate of bliſs or woe: 
Imagin'd ills can certain peace deſtroy, 
| And oft we revel in a fancied joy. 
cc. 
Like plants the mind ſome qualities 1 may own 


Which but from chance can never be made known, | 


CCCLVI. 

Of nature's gifts the ſplendid, rich and great 
Without ftri& care to faults degenerate ; 
Yet each ability that we acquire 


Imperfe& is in what we moſt deſire : 


From 
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| From nature we're benevolent and brave, | 


But weakneſs can thoſe qualities deprave : 


By raſhneſs or improvidence we may 


MWanton our lives aud property wnr. 


ccrvit. 


In conefe of choice 'tis difficult to ſteer; 
Some impoſitions ſo like truth appear, 
That not to be deceiv'd by them would peak 


A judgment narrow, obſtinate and weak. 


occrvart. 


In cunning think that others you Farpals,. 


Of dupes you'll ſurely j join the foremolt claſs, 


crix. 


. Their lover's tender vows the fare enjoy”; ; 


And ſpite of inclination when they're coy, 


Ti is not a with to fly the ſhepherd s arms, 


But give an added luſtre to their charms, 


| ccclx. | 
The wretch akoſe life is forfeit to the laws, 
His fatal exit makes with ſome applauſe, 


When, with heraic conſtancy of mind, 


Contemning Death, he's to his fate reſign'd : 


Yet 


'MAXIMS, 


Yet, tho no terrors in his looks appear, 

His ſeeming fortitude is real fear: 

Death ſtares ſo full with horror and tgp 
He dreads to look the monſter in the face 1 
So as he draws the cap before his eyes, 

To veil his mind by conſtancy he tries. 

CCCLX1, 

Reaſon i 1s . and will endure 

Rather than try a ſudden awkward cure: 
Weakneſs with ſmall attention to addreſs 

"Strikes at the ill, and ſometimes with ſucceſs. 


ccerxit. 


Ne er backward to its ſ pring the river flows . 


5 Returning ardour Cupid never knows— 

One thing impoſſible his laws ordain, 

Ceaſe loving, and that object love again. 

CCCLXI11, 

We often boa our ſpirits are quite low, 
That we're bad company we never know : 

This but affords our friends a taſteleſs treat, 
A dith of cold ennui and ſelf-conceit, 
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114 MAXIMS. 
| © CCCLXATV. 
That which moſt good would to itſelf inſure | 

Of all our paſſions is the leaſt ſecure; 

For often Avarice with eager ſtretch, 

At diſtant dubious trifles out of reach, 
Lets go the ample certainty in hand; 

Nor will the heart perverſe to hopes expand, 
If fortune beckons them where heaps of gold 
Wait for their touch on ſpeculation bold: 
Should means demand a preſent paltry coſt, 


Future advantage is for ever loſt ; 


For, not in fortune daring to confide, 


'Thro' doubt and fear they loſe both time and tide, 


CCCLXV, | 
True taſte in gen'ral is with merit found, 
And one attack'd, the other feels the wound: 
5 As merits ripen, ſo our tate refines ; 
As they decay, alike our taſte declines. 
| 'CCCLAVIL, 
We 5 with eaſe from Love 8 e gentle ſide, 
If bright Ambition ſhall our footſteps guide: 


But 


MAXIMS. 


But bright Ambition quit for gentle Love : 


115 2 5 : | 


Ah, that's a taſk reſerv'd for mighty Jove | 
c̃erxvfi. 


In well laid plans the teſt of wiſdom lies. 


As great events from trifles may ariſe ; . 1 
Ere praiſe is ardent on the brilliant deed, | 
Weigh well the motive whence ſuch acts proceed. 
$6 | CCCLXVIIL, 
\What we from other vices lay aſide, | 
Serves only to make up our ſtock of pride. | 
eccixix, [ 
Of common ſoldiers valour may be ſaid: „ 
He's handy at the trade he takes for bread, 


CCCLEK> 
Between our idleneſs and conſtancy 
Our knowledge fixes where it ought to be: 


| » on 1 , mxtine 
Of torpor or exertion's parting ſpace 


Our humour may agreeably ſolace, | UE 


Fame cries to Genius, „Pr'ythee ſomething do! 
But go not on as far as you can go.“ 
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16 . MAXINS, 


Says Indolenes 1 : All l is a ſpan ; ; 
Thus Imperfection marks the work of man. 
cœclx x.. 
Who 'ſcape the charge of any ſingle vice, 
Are much indebted to their own caprice 
Midſt all they're ſo diſtracted ſancy caught, 
To one alone they ſcarce can Fre a thought. 

CCCLAXIT. 

: The 8 wonder for which love is fam? 7 A 


By love a gay coquette may be reclaim'd, 


| CCCLXX111, | 
Our actions (peak. us good, the heart denies— 
Our virtues are but vices in diſguiſe. 
ccerxxiv. 1 
Sincerely as we mourn a friend's diſtreſs, 
And from our hearts deſire to make it leſs, 


From their misfortune ſprings of grief to caſe us 


Some circumſtance that does not quite diſpleaſe us. 


CCCLAXY, 


1 of Honor's train walks on 1 before : : 


One honor gain'd is ſurety for ere 


— 
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Leſs Please we are true W lack rolling 


Than + hs to boaſt that we 907 the bleſſing 


ccclxxviI. | | 

| 

Pity 1s pointed at ourſelves alone ; ; At | 
In others ſorrows we lament our own: | | || 
Nis but a forecaſt of an cally date, 1 
That ills like thoſe our future lives await; | | 
And our aſſiſtance to abate their grief | — ik | 
Is laying up a ſtock of ſelf-reliefs 5 | | 


Should ſimilar misfortunes on us fall, 7 
On ſuch compaſſ on we've a right to call 


\ 
| 
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Benevolence may plume Gifapprobatian 3 . 


Tis but ſelf-kindneſs by anticipation. ö 
CCCLXXVIII, I 
In minds where envious thoughts do not reſide, 4 
TO . | 108 
Moſt likely there great qualities abide. | gy | | 
ceerxxix. | 
| A ſtarry influence ſome ſeem to know, 

Guides moſt of the tranſactions here below: 3 uy 
| e e B 
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18 MAXIMS. 


And when they make a work for pride or ſhame, 
They render back the ſtars their praiſe or blame, 


ceclxxx. 


A violence from others tho' ſevere, 


Vet ſelf-conſtraint's more difficult to bear. 
ccclLxXXI. 

Small inkdelities we cannot brook, 

Whilſt great deceits with cale we overlook : 


By this example i is the motive ſhewn— 


That is anothet's fault, but this our own. 


cclxxxI TI, 


Tze vileſt 8 ſo they re reckon'd 3 
5 Will make an hero of the higheſt rate. 


'CCCLXXX111, 


Whilſt magnanimiry all things deſpiſes, 
By compaſſing it ſhews all things it prizes, 


-COCERETTE: 


Who once hath Jone us good—our own good- il 


Should patient bear from him a future ill: 


The 


I 
It 


1 
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| MAXIMS. 
The BN by drops of water will wear, 


But certain good can never paſs away. 
CCCLXXXV.. 


In treachery tho fraud and craft combine, 


119 


Its ſource is more from weakneſs than deſign. 


CCCLXXXVI. 

We are to judge of men by what they do, 
Their merits by the uſe 7 put them to. 
CCCLXAXNVIT.. 


A conqueſt ober our paſſions when we boaſt, 


The victory a trifling labour coſt: 


Not from our ſtrength, altho' *tis ſelf-heliev'd, 


But from their weakneſs was the feat achiev'd, 


CCCLXXXVIII. 


Who hate us, to our love are nearer ain, 


Than thoſe who love us much againlt c our will 


CCCLXXXIX, 
Events all human augury defy ; 
For, when we promiſe, we on hope rely: 
This makes our motive to perform abſurd, 


Ariſing from the fear to break our word. 
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CCCXC: 


„„ AI. 


| ccexc. 

When lore and virtue both poſſeſs the fair, 
They put her prudence to a teſt ſevere: 
Should there exiſt a woman in this ſtate, 


dhe s to be pitied, for her conflict” 8 great, 


ATITT 


Ps 


| Your cunning folks their artifice betray 
When molt againſt deception they inveigh : 


5 Think then they're throwing out for ſome occaſion. 


Beyond ſurmiſe of preſent obſervation, 
To uſe their cunning for ſome ſignal end: 


Complaints of cunning to this purpoſe tend. 


CCCXCIL. 
That kms object which you moſt adore— 


But know it well, and you will love no more. 


cecxc iii. 
He that has wiſdom to a large amount, 
And cannot charge one folly to account, 
| His ftor'di imagination well ſupplies, 
Vet others cannot think him quite ſo wiſe, 


CCCKCIY, 


8 MAXIMs. „ 121 | 

ocexcix. 8 | 

Tho? we 're deceiv'd by thoſe whom we diſtruſt, | 

Our nuult but proves our puniſhment | 1s juſt, | | | 
5 | ccexcv. | 
In love as ignorance ſo well ſecures . 


Our happineſs, and doubt drives from our doors; 
Alike in friendſhip, knowledge, peace deſtroys, 
| And with one truth can kill a thouſand | Joys 8. 
cccxcvi. 

Of vanity in "athens we complain— | 

A certain ſign that we ourſelves are vain ; 

For thoſe in Vanity's gay plumage dreſt 
Me fear with us for merit may conteſt : 
If higher eſtimation is their aim, 
Our vanity will not admit the claim. | 
CCCXxcvi. 

Deceit may nd the hearts of thoſe belov d; 
But we re leſs happy when that veil's remov'd. 
cccxcviII. 
Keen raillery tis difficult to bear ; 


Reſenting wrongs, event we ſhould 1 not fear : 


But 
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122 MAXIMS: 
But hes i in ſerious anger at a joke, 


The wound s more poignant, cloſer comes the firoke : 


Of wrong and ſatire let us chooſe the leaſt, 


We've no atonement for a biting jeſt. | 
CCCXCIX, 


To make folks jealous, and to give occaſion 


For jealouſy, are diff' rent things in reaſon : 


For thoſe who can the firſt fo well avoid. 


Axe on the other commonly d. 


CCCC. 


Sound underſtanding forms that lab of mind 


Call'd common ſenſe, i in common with Wadi ind: 

But judgment aims at point, and cannot waſte 

One t! bought on things imperfe—this i is taſte, 
CCCCTI, 


The gifts of fortune ſeem | of Various rate : | 


Our fancy 'tis that makes the eflimate. 


CCCCIL. 


Of all amours the very fineſt lover 


1 much aſham*d—that's when the fit is over, 


cccein, 
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ceceiii. | 

8 like light brings objects into view, 

Diſplays our virtues and our vices too. 
CCCCIV. . 

So little know we of what 's wrong or right, 

Our judgment's ſuperficial, thin, and light 

That pleaſing manners and a happy knack 

Of ſaying handſome things; a trifling ſmack. 

Of evry ſcience, what the world's about, 

Of who 'd be in, and who will not go out, 

Make better way to riches, honor, fame, 

Than he whom merit marks with proper claim. 

cCcccev. 

A little man is ſooneſt ſplaſh'd with dirt; 

Small geniuſes at ſmall events are hurt; 

| Great geniuſes with microſcopic eyes 

Survey the inſect only to deſpiſe. 

 eccevi. = 

' Friendſhip and love to this one truth amount, 

We love all things but on our own account: a 

To pleaſe ourſelves our beſt of wiſhes tend, 


To gratify our taſte we chooſe « our friend : 


His 


. M AXIS. 

His happineſs preferring to our own; 
Thus to our taſte ſelf- compliment is ſhewn, 
cccevii. 


Crimes Ern but to ourſelves, for ever may 


From both remorſe ard mem'ry glide away. 


CCCCVIIL. 
When truth aſſerts our errors brought to light, 
And full conviction comes to ſet us right, 
We're not in ſelf- opinion mortified 


Our talle condemn 'd, tis mor which huts 0 our pride. 


CCCCIX. 

| Another? 8 faults could not by us be known, 

But from their ſtriking likeneſs to our own. 

ER CCCCX, 

The thought, pure, true, as delicate as right, 

Muſt be with modeſty brought into light; 

Conception jult of elegance and eaſe, 

Thus from its native decency can ee 

CCCCXI, 


Our paſſions to our r vil are ſo endear d, 


Jojuſtice and ſelf. intereſt, tis fear'd, 


1 
1 
1 
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MAXIMS. 125 
Into the compoſition with ſuch art = i | 
Have ſtol'n, they make of it the greater part: | 
Let honor and benevolence beware, 
And feel their impulſe with a cautious care! | 
Nor in their admonition &er confide, : 
Tho? they appear with reaſon on their ſide. 
| | CCCCXII, 

Subtülty, or cunning too refin'd, 
Is of the right falſe delicacy kind; | 

The delicacy real, gives good ground 
To think the ſubtilty is true and found. 

ccexin. 

Cowards are poor at forecaſt on event, 

When of their fear they know not the extent, 
| . cccexiv. 
Advice drive bluſhes from the modeſt face, 
And impudence will ſhortly take their place. 
cccexv. 

Paſſion has ſtrong effects we ſee from hence, 
An arrant fool chang'd to a man of ſenſe 3 


So much is underſtanding paſſion s tool, 


It makes a man of ſenſe an 1 arrant fool. 


CCCCXVHL.. 0 


A ————— K 


By turns we doat on ev'ry ſep'rate charm 


126  MAXIMS. 


ceccxvi. f 
Altho' the world a wiſe man may know well, 
What one man in it is he cannot tell. 
CCCCXVII. 


The cauſe that lovers tcte-a-tete can't tire, 


1s, what one ſays the other muſt admire ; 


For on themſelves turns all their converſation, 


- Which ſtill produces mutual approbation. 


CCCCXVITI. 


We pico praiſe, but yet to what i intent, 


5 Except what is to be it « can prevent ? 


ccccxIx 


Titles debaſe, but can't exalt the man, 


If noble acts are not the wearer 's plan. 


CCCCXX, 


We moſtly praiſe where moſt we ſhould reprox _ 


Tis ill beſtow'd on conſtancy in love; 


For in that boaſted virtue oft we ſce 
But one perpetual inconſtancy : 


Tho" but one object may our boſoms warm, 


Which 


y 
V 
] 

1 


MAXIMS. | 
Which fancy favs i is own'd by thoſe we e love— 


From eye to check, from hand to foot we rove ; 


And now her lovely treſſes we 'admire, 

And now her ruby lips inflame deſire: 

If conſtancy thus travels ev'ry where, 

Tis but inconſtancy, and now tis there. 
een 

| When filent gravity looks very wiſe, 

We may ſuſpect it but a poor diſguiſe, 

Thus by the wearer cunning!y deſign'd 

| To hide the rags and patches of the wind, 


CCCCXXITL | 
We think that he on whom we fix Citrul 
To us is more ingenuous and juſt 
Than to another ;—this is truly vain, 
And if deceived we cannot well complain, 
cccexxiII. 
When reconciliation talks of peace, 
And all the horrors of the war to ceaſe ; 
Tis but more time and better terms to ga in, 


5 Or that we fear defeat we mult ſuſtain, 


= 127 


Or 
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ä MAXIMS. 
Or that our warlike ſpirit all is fled, | 3 
Or ſome untoward accident we dread. 
„ eee 

To want of ſhrewd diſcernment whilſt we place 
Our change in friendſhip, let's the motive trace: 

Tho' parts and underſtanding may be read, 

We do not know the heart. that gu: des the head. 
: | | cccexxv. 
. * | | Our deteſtation growing over great 


Sinks us below the 5 8 of our hate. 


cecccxxvi. 

In war the hogor from the danger flows, 
To ſave our honor we our lives expoſe: 
Hut in this path, ſo Fortune has decreed, | 

WE leldom go fo far as to ſucceed. 


> ccccxxviI. 
| Sincerity is pure and ſimply plain; 

To find it among men, the hope how vain | 
The face and mind mult be accordant, true, 
The heart lie fair, and full to open view; 
Thro human dealings it appears all this, 


But cloſe diſcernment tells us what it is— 
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MAXIMS. 


© Refin d dilnmulstion, nothing more; 
Its end, the heart's receſſes to anplare : 
What's there when by ſincerity well known, 
She makes both uſe and profits all her own, 


ccc. 
Our pride of claim to ev'ry glorious right 
Exceſs of gen'ral envy may excite: | 
Thar very pride with nobleſt talents born, 


From its exceſs turns 18 da into feorn, 


cccexxix. 
Deceiv 4 by friends, tho? confidence i is paſt 
Be kindneſs ne er into oblivion caſt; . 


la their diftreſs thy quick alliſtance end, 
And ne'er 989785 that e once thou hadſt a era 


ccccxxx. 
Talents are reader's but of little uſe, 
The purpos'd end they ſeldom can produce, | 
Their owner if not left the power ſtill 
To manage, wind, and turn them to his will: 
5 We may direct him with a critic eye, 


Bi conſcious Met it beſt knows how and why. 


K : eccexxxi. 


1%; àuŨ Mints. 


ccecxx xi. 
Up ſorings from accident the glorious deed, 


The vaunting hero wears the laurel meed. 


cccxxEII. 

FThro' ev'ry change of fortune and of age, 
Folly attends us like a faithful page; 

| Philoſophy may act her lofty ſcenes, 


She would be foohſh had ſhe but the means, 


CCCCXXXUT. 

Of fenfbility none boat o much, | 
As our good- nature: is our praGice ſuch ? 
Alive her feeling Sy quick } in hopes and fears, 


But calm and ny! if intereſt appears. 


CCCCXXXIV, 
To do ſome men much good 1 5 not the belt ; 


To do them ill, by that we hazard leaſt, 


CCCCXXXV, 
Merit muſt well be timed, matured by reaſon ; 


For jult like fruit it has its proper ſeaſon, 


cccexxxXV 


MAXIMS. En, 


| TCCCXXAVIL 

The paſſions, as they roll their ſwift degrees, 

Poſſeſs our minds, and rule us as they pieaſe; 

Reaſon end inclination own their ſway, 

The motives of our faults ard folltes they: 

Thoſe we commit while Cupid holds the ball, 

Are ſure the muſt extravagant of all. 
Werten 

When we are in the diſcontented vem, 

is common of our fortune to complain: 

Vet on our unde: ſtanding to decide, 


Wich that we always are well ſatisfied. 


| 7 | | 

a CCCOXXKXVIINT: | 8 

Women can ſh;ke off love wih leſs regret, 5 | 
Than quit their darling paſſion to coquet,. | 
CE Ger IX. 


Weiſdom fo often by our paſſions ſway'd, 


Proves that the beart is ſovereign of the head. 
. ccccxt. 

Of ſuch tenacious qualities is pride, 

That by irs ooping tis indemniſied; 


„„ , ! 


mn MAXIMS. 


Its triumph over vanity allow 'd, ; 


Her trophies only render pride more proud. 


CCCCXL, 
Another's battery need not alarm, 


Without our own that docs us little har n. 


; CCCCRLIL. 

Hein a noble action takes a part, 

His praiſe ſincerely coming from the heart; 
Which ſpeaks, had he occaſion juſt the ſame, 


He 'd do as much to win OO of fame. 


| CCCCXLINL, 
| 105 . of death, ah, let the phraſe be lolt * ? 
Fallacious * tis, and but an empty boaſt ; 

Moſt vain was that of pluloſophic kind, 

Built, as twas thought, on conſtancy of mind. 
When from this world they bravely {allied out, 
Thro' death's wide portals to the realms of doubt, 

Without ſome ſure advantage by the change, 
To quit this life for one ſo new and ſtrange; 

Which if we ſhould diſlike, we cannot then 
Turn round, and back into this world again— 


MAXIM 4 | | 1338 


Is paſt belief, tis not on reaſon's Pry 

Nature unmaſk*d refutes it by a look. 

7 Reſign'd to death there here and there is one, 
But to contemn it ſurely there are none: 

Tho” all that ſophiſtry could well deviſe 

in piles of volumes by the good and e 

Are writ, this goodman D. th to .commend, 

Yet none fincerely meet him as a friend. 

Examples tar exceeding tongue or pen, 

Have been held forth, by weak and valiant men, 

To prove that Death is not of terrors king, 

And that his dreaded dart 's without a ſting 

This fav'rite tevet was their lateſt pride, 

And in its illuſtracion ſome have died: 

If human fears ſuch mighty labours aſk 

To conquer them, how difficult the taſk ! 

That death is not an evil, tho" receiv'd, 


It is a doctrine by no man believ'd. 


To give a life was good when nature faw 
Then to preſerve it was her given law; | 
From thence this wholeſome mandate to obey, = | 

Marks the firſt thought of animated clay : 
Mx; , fas 


134 MAXIMS. 

Intuitive hath thro? creation ran, 

Reaſon of brutes, and inſtin& 'tis of man; 
As fixed our love of life, from whence muſt flow 
A fearful hatred for its mortal foe. 

Life may be irkſome, and our reaſon juſt 
To look on life with horror and diſguſt; 

Vet that man never liv'd to view his heart, 
Who could without regret from life depart ; 
Altho' that heart death's terrors may defy, 
They're not beheld with a contemptuous eye 
Nay, even the diſcontented Suicide, 
With all bis ſirengibr ning ſtock of ſtoic pride, 
Never regards it as a trifling thing, 
From life's bold cliff to take the ſude en; bring 
As human miſeries pale death i invite, 
They contemplate his viſit with delight, 
Wich fighs invoke their comfort to appear, 
, But ſtartle as their comforter draws near 
What tho for death they wiſh and fill repine, 
From his embrace they gladly would decline, 
In any other ſhape but that they choſe, 

8 Than meet him they'd endure Tar weight of woc 
| „ Some 


MAXIM S. 


Some diſtant objects, that tremendous ſeem, 


Approaching near us vaniſh like a dream; 

So ſome things ſcarce believ'd whiltt out of view, 
Are more terrific when we prove them true: 

On thoſe who can with death in fancy play, 

His fight ſtrikes moſt with hopeleſs ſad diſmay, 
Ev'n valour has unequal courage ſhewn, 

Nay, to reputed cowards ſhe has flown 

The brave ſpur on, but at the utmoſt brink 
Appall'd imagination ſeems to ſhrink : 
Alike we 're not prepared for deadly ſcenes, 
Courage depends upon the time and means. 

N Whoever feels himſelf much diſinclin'd 
To let the certain truth once touch his mind, 
That of the ills which nature has to dread, 
Death in the doleful lik rauit take the lead; 
Let him upon the paſſing ſpectre wink, | 


And on its circumſtances ccaſe to think: 
But thoſe who never give it once a thought, 


Or if, to ſet its rigors all at nought, 


In carriage free from terror and ſurpriſe, 
Such men are thoſe we term the good and wile 3 
K 4 
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bugs. MAXIMS. 

But all who of him take a ſerious heed, 
Will find this death is terrible indeed. 

Philoſophers of ancient Greece and Rome 

Bow'd but to inevitable doom; | 
When no alternative from death appear” d. 
Then hope of fame their gloomy proſpect cheer” d: 
They were in ſhew with conſtancy endued, 
Neceſſity their real fortitude; 
Reflecting, when obliged to quit their lace, 
*T'was beſt complying with becoming grace » 
They find they can't this mortal body ſave, 


_ ( Conſigu'd to ſad oblivion in the grave) 


The hero or philoſopher then tries 

His reputation to immortaliſe— 
Proving that fortune is not at their beck, 
They d ſave a little from tlie gen'ral weck. 
Our minds made up indifferently well 
To death's approach, ſuppoſe ourſelves we tell, 
He brings us to a tranquil fafe abode, 
And quits our ſhoulders of a heavy load— | 
And ſuch ſmooth words in hopes to get refign'd, 
And throw à pleaſing colour o'er the mind; 


Thi: 


Mane” ow 


his gloſs-enquiry fears can but provoke; 
To make our minds ſuperior to the Rroke 
"'Twere better not the ſubject agitate, 

Nor bring its merits into cloſe debate, 

Our real thoughts for ever lull aſlcep, 

And from ourſelves the dreadful ſecret keep, 
And to our conſtitution better truſt, 1 5 
Than reas'nings, vain, deluſive, and unjuſt. 
Think then that death 's an ill if well you'd die, 
Beſt on your nat'ral ſtrength of ſoul rely, 
Theſe circumſtances carry all their weight, 

| Aﬀording comfort in the hour of fate: 

We may by death ſecure a future fame, 
And throw immortal radiance on our name; 
We may anticipate the nobleſt pride, 5 
When friends ſhall ſay, 1'm ſorry that he died ! 
And when we find we cannot here remain, 
To leave a reputation free from ſtain, 
With partial fortune then for ever quits, 

In free eſcape from her capricious fits; 

To rid us of our miſery and care, 


When death ſhall promiſe ſuch aſſurance fair, 


138 e MAXIMS. 

We mould not ſuch reflections qui ite RY 

Yet certain prop in theſe we can't expect; 
Infallible they're not, for death is ſtill 

The ampleſt magnitude of human ill. 

The ſoldier views the ſhelter from afar— 

His hopes revived, he braves the thickeſt war, 
The levell'd fire advancing he can face, 

Sul puſling on to reach the ſafer place; ; 

Thro* ſhow'ring dangers when he gains the ground, 
The ſhelter ſafe a ſorry hedge is found. 

Deluſive fancy! and the danger great! 

In once ſuppoſing that the hour of tate. 

Is juſt the ſame when to it we draw near, 

As far in diſtant view it may appear: 

Whilſt to ſuch thoughts we all their merit grant 
(That courage give when molt we courage want 
Such errors to opinion doth belong, 

The laſt but comes to prove the former wrong: 
If then opinion is ſo very frail, 

Why not ſuppoſe in future it may fail? 
This the relief to which we ſhould reſort ! 


Will this opinion prove a firm ſupport, 


MAXIM. 


Will it ſecure from danger and from fear, 
ln that great audit moſt of all ſevere ? 

If we 're at all acquainted with our ſtate, 

Or feel this erte principle innate | 

Self to preſerve, and moſi that ſelf to love, 1 | | 
We may conclude that ſelf mult diſapprove, 
Or not permit us lightly to behold 

Thoſe dangers to ſelf-love ſo manifold. 

Se}-loving thoughts, how muſt they be employ'd 

To view the a& by which ſelf-love's deftroy'd! 
Or apprehenſive we may be diſmay'd, 

We call on reaſon for her promis'd aid ; 

On that reſource implicit to depend ! 

Alas ev'n reaſon fails us in the end. 
Our tottering hope upon her ſtrength relies, 

Feeble her efforts, tho? her beſt ſhe tries: 

We give her up, for reaſon won't deceive ; 

We wiſh. that true, which yet \ we can't believe ; ; 

To think death ncthing is our point of will, | 

We muſt believe it is the greateſt ill. | | . 
From reaſon's uſeleſs aid we would be free, 


And now-we Curſe our great auxiliary _ Og 


Maxis. 


For life ſhe rather ſtrengthens our deſire 
She points on death as we aſtoniſh'd gaze, 
And all its mighty horrors ſhe diſplays; _ 
In her indulgent mood ſhe kindly tries 
On other objects to avert our eyes, 
Brutus and Cato took from her their cue, 
They look'd aſide, but noble was their view; 
The felon doom'd to die upon the wheel, 
Triumph'd oer terror in a gallic reel. 

When fears occur, the timid want excule, 
As different motives one effect produce z 
Whatever diſproportion we may fiud 


Between the common and heroic mi: ud, 


: No proud contempt of death doth ſhe afpire, 


| When death ſtands ready with his dart to ſtrike, : 


They view him with a countenance alike, 
The love of glory thus, the hero's price, 
Can from him death and all its terrors hide; 
Tue common man at death is free from care, 
He's not of its importance full aware: 
Inſenſibility leſs feeling brings, 


He turns his mind with eaſe on other things. 


* ; 
WH. 


MAXIMS. un 


Since all created motion firſt began, 
The fear of death inherent is to man: 
That death's an ill, then, be this truth receiv'd, 


Nor quit your poſt till from it you're reliev d. 


CUCCRLIV,. 
When ſt gnal favors we confer in vain, 
Ingratitude ſhould give us little pain; 
In obligations to the wortbleſs bound, 
2 chat indeed ER the curelets v ound. 


CCCOXLV, 
55 Where paſſions have an end, to propheſy— 
Is to foretell the hour that we ſhall die. 


CCCCXLVYI, 
Who think they love a woman for her ſake, 
In that idea make a fad miſtake. 7 


cccexxvn. 

Immortal enry'?! paſſion form'd to laſt 

Exiſting when the parent cauſe is paſt, 

It lives altho? the funral knell hath rang | 
Of other's good, the ſource from whence it ſprang, 


CCCCXLYIIL.. 


% n 


CCCCXLVIII. 


The love our friends may bear us when we tell, 


Exaggerations ev ry inſtance ſwell; 
| No gratitude in us to ſay they're good, 
| 


We'd have our own deſerts well underſtood. 


ho 


COCOUTLIE.: 
Tis by our fortune or our reputation | 


We rife or fall in worldly eſtimation, 


Fon 
Amongſt the govern'd, as a thing in con fe, 
We each of us make one, and that perferce: 
All to the yoke of government mult bow, 
Jo govern yet we think we all know how. 
| - CCECLI, 
Some men there are whole reputation ſprings 
From faying or from doing tockſh things : | 
Hut they mutt come in apt, well tim'd, and neat— | 
A ſilly mirth at leaſt ſhould be dilcreet, | 
CCceLtH. 


To point out love, we look and ery, Tis there 
To gallantry we ſay, Tis every where: 


5 | | Love 
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MAXIMS. 


Love i 13 of gallantry the ſmalleſt part gt os 5 | 


It gallantry } has buſineſs with the heart. 
cccchin. | 
When we rail out, and flatt'ring arts revile, ; 


For this reflection let us breathe awhile ; | 

Invectives againſt llatt' ry iclf ſhould [Dares 

For from-ourſclves we have the greateſi ſhare. 
Es FOR FOSCLIY, 

To fay what we will do, tho' well aſſur'd 

Tis then for fortune that we pals our wo.d. 

CCCCLT, 

That one is wrong, the other will contend ; 

Were either right, the quarrel ſoon would end, 

To think on love, we wonder it exiſts— 

is but in loving all its joy conſis; 

For, not the paſſion that we may excite, 


Tris that we feel which gives us ſuch delight. 
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| CCCCLYIT. | | 
When of ingratitude we blame the actor, | es 05 


The blame belongs but to the benefactor. 


CCCCLVYVIII. 
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MAXIMS. 


. CCCCLVIIL, 


The conftancy of thoſe reputed wiſe, 


Is certainly an excellent diſguiſe : 


Serene ' midſt thouſand cares let's view the he- rt, 


Their fortitude is but the apps art. - -- 1 
At leaſt to compaſs an ideal reſt, 1 
And hut the troubled mind within their vet: 


| CCCCLIX. = 
Women we lay to fly intrigues are prone—- S | 
Women there are who never have had one: 

Of thoſe who've had no more than one to ont; 


The number comes but to 2 _ amount. 


CCCCLE, 


D: Rink ind pure thi virtues onward move, — a 


As limpid rivers thro? the meadows rove : W |! 


The ſtreams are loſt when reach'd the deep profound, 


And in ſelf. int reſt are the virtues drown'd, 


eecet ti,. 
Tho' nature wiſely may preſide o'er all, 
Caprice and fortune guide our twirling ball. 


CCCCLX!1» 
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MAAIMS. „ 
cecctxii. 
Of "Wn ſo happily they can deceive, -. SE 


No ill until we ſee will we believe: 
But therg, are none, tho' now above ſurmiſe, 


Whoſe faults when known can give us much ſurpriſe, 


COCCCLEITIL, 


To check great men's ambitious inclination, 


We as a virtue cry up moderation: 


I From hence a mod'rate genius comfort gleans 


For mod” rate. talents and for {lender means, 


| CCCOLALY,. 


. he body's labour keeps the miud at eaſe 


4 | Tho? {mall onr pleaſure, yet that {mall can pleale ; 


Or reſt or action, we're ſo full employ "Ie 


F 1 mat not a moment of our time 1s void 


Our acts are active even in our reſt, 


We are fo berit On that, we do our beſt. 


2 
Such is the happy nature of employ, 


A. b 


lt gives the means and power | to enjoy; 


e abi 


| 3 | This is that counterbalance to the poor 


p 2 


| They live their lives, the wealthy but endure. ; 


—— — — Aiken 
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146 MAXIMS, 


CCCCLAV, 
Allowing one great man ſuch high renown, 


Is but to pull another na aan 


CCCCLXVI. 

Of conqueſt let an eſtimate be made, 
And all its conſequences duly weigh'd ; 
The wiſe will ſurely the engagement ſhun, 


Rather than wear a laurel crown ſo won. 


CCCCLAVIL: ES 

When candour would our inmoſt heart expoſe, 

And to our friends our ſecret ſoul diſcloſe, 

A doubt ſprings up, the thought ſhrinks back diſmay'd | 


We're not of them, but of ourſelves afraid. 


ccelxvIII. 
Like filver d copper fattery i 18 traſh, 4 
That vanity receives as current caſh, 
cccelxix 
As treaſares rich within the mine remain, 
For none are at the pains to ſeek the vein 2 
With women's virtue ſimilar the caſe— 
Tis there, becauſe none try to find the lace. 


-Y: - CCCOCLAX, 
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MAxXIVus. 5 


bs cecetxx. 

Until tis tried we may without offence EE f 

Conelude that valour is a mere pretence ; 

For when they ſay, To fear that man's a ſtranger, 

No harm to aſk, Pray when was he in danger ? 
| CCCOLXAL, 

Tho! men of merit numberleſs are laid 

Low in the cloſe obſcurity of ſhade; 

Yet Fortune in her ſhining mirror ſhows 

That without merit 10 man ever roſe, 

cccelLxxII. 
"Tis not our loſſes vex us from a cheat, f 


But ſhame in art to ſuffer a defeat. 


*CCCCLAXIH, _- 
Theſe two effects of int'reſt may ſurpriſe; 


For ſome it blinds, of others clears the eyes, 


CCOCCLEXIV, 

One piece of 1gnorance attends on love, 

A veil we cannot eaſily remove: o | F 

In love with conſtancy we perſevere, 

And think the object equally ſincere. 1 
5 | But Th 


8 MAXIMS, 


But love for us from them lone böte bath ed 


With ſelf-delufion is our paſſion fed; 
The cauſe, we think our charms muſt Jail for eyer-— 


We cannot with ourſelves get out of favor a 


eccerxxv. 
Well duped by fraud may be ſage wiſdom's fate, 
Quick cor prehenſion ſnaps the wily bait; 
W hilſt ſtupid dulneſs with delay and doubt 


Eſcapes, and tires che angler's 1 out. 


CCCCLXXYL, | 
The 1; b 101 wind 13 ne er ſo clear of thritt 


As in ac vice that a bounty's freeſt gilt. 


CCCCLXXYV} 
Tho jealouſy by reaſon. is FREE „ i 
It may have that and juftice on its fide, 
When to preſerve a right the boſom 's fir'd, 


Or what it thinks a right and ſo deſir'd. 


And yet with envy when confederate, 
This paſſion reaches a ſatanic ſtate: 
To view another's joy it cannot hear, 
But ſeeks a Nope forlorn in ſure deſpair. 


„ | CCCCLAXVIIE: 
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1 | CCCCLAXVIIL. 
Tho' circumſtances doubtful ſemblance wear, 
Content we take them as they may appear: 
If an advantage in their truth we ſee, 
This ever juſtifies credulity. 
cceclxxix. 
Can gratitude be baſe ?—It may be worſe; 
Aud yet ourſelves unconſcious of the ſource— 
For in this ſordid meaning we implore 
« I pay ſo well, pray pleaſe to give me more.“ 
| ccecrxxx. 

To Fortune's fav'rite Nature gives her nay, 
Fortune then throws Occaſion in his way. 

| CCCCLKXXI, 
To native imperfections we 're ſo blind 
_ Virtue by vanity is undermin'd 
To overturn it tho? her effort 's vain, 
That ſhe can make it totter is too plain, 
CCCCLEXXIT 
' For Deaths pale face, and Sol's effulgent light, 


Too weak, alas! are human ſtrength and fight. 


1 CCCCLXXXIMN,. 


159 Maxis. 
cccclxxxIII. 


On lappy men with mod'rate minds endow'd, 


'Tis plain, good fortune has the calm beitow! d. 


cccelxxxix. 
W by ſtudy future mcaſures to contrive ? 
For certain more advantage we 'd derive 
By turning thoſe we have to preſent uſe, | 
And ſee what good contrivance can produce. 
cccelxxxv. 


When for content we fail in ſelf-reſource 
: 9 


Poor troubl'd heart thou haſt no Other courſe ! 


For quiet's ſake thy hopes may ſettle there, 

In vain thy fearch to ſeek for peace elſewhere. 
cccclxxxvI. 

This myſtery of love moſt lovers grieve ; 


IF often doubt w hat often they believe. 


* 


CCCCLXXXVIIL, 
A woman's cruelty hath ſer'ral ſtates, 
And yet *tis real only where ſhe hates. 
CCCCLXXXVILL, 
Of thoſe who like us we are fond—and why? 


Our elf. eſteem their Being faut D 
a When 


MAXIMS. | 5 "C0 
| When we an we cannot kk 3 too, 
For Envy lays, Lis They re better far than you,” 
CCCCLAZXING 
When ſelf-deceived, tis done with ſo much art, 
We can't ourſelves perceive our double part: 
To others when this practice we extend, 
They ſoon obſerve which way our wiſhes bend. 
CCCCXC,. 
In love on think the object ſo excells, 
Excets of love each doubt of truth repells : 
Inconſtancy's a fault, our object's pure, 
Our force of pattion renders us ſecure : - 
The faithleſs heart would be a blot innate, 
And thoſe fo lov'd are all immaculate, 
- CECCXCT, | 
To get eſtabliſh'd in the world, your way 
Is by your words and actions to diſplay 
That you've already gain'd this wiſh' d-for TT | 
For ſeem to want, and you may want, a friend. 
1 | CECOXCN © 
A man of ſenſe in love, a forry fact! 


May lometimes well the part of madman act: 
; $5 . dep! rate 


152 


1 

* oC 
7 
S 3+ 
3 
1 
53 
5 
. 
Ws 
iN 

527 i 


Or elſe we judge by very partial laws, 


Diſcoveries important have been made : 
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| MAXIMS: 


A deſp- rate workwith he, but not a tool— 


1 


Not even love can make him play the fool, 


CCCCXCIIIL. 


Fortune can riches give or take away: 


But if her ſmiles our follies can diſplay, 
If with much money we're leſs good and wiſe, 
Our wiſdom alſo at her mercy lies. 


CCeCx CI. 


Upon our faults we are ſo apt to wink, 


For others, not ourſetves, tis beſt to think: 


Our neighbour be the juror, ours the cauſe, 


CCOCKCV.. 


In ſelf-love's regions, for the good of trade, 


It may to navigation work afford, 


For in it t lies much country unexplor' d. 


| CCCCRCVIs 
That kind of fault in which ſome men excell 
May to advantage turn, if managed well : 


Nay ev'n of virtue it can take the lead, 


2 0. in our world may hold a 8 head. 
CCCOXCVIL, 


© CCCCXCVIL. 


* 

2 t 
a 1 
S* lis; he Dt ee 


* 


One great advantage feeble minds poſſeſs: 
Altho' they can't have virtues to exceſs; 


Vet for a comfort let this truth ſuffice, 


They can't attain the pinnacle of vice. 
CECCE CY ITT. 


When love approache Hr a women's heart, | 
'Tis for the lover Cupid points his dart: 
But once love's tender raptures ſhe approves, 


Tis only then the paſſion that the loves. 


COCOECXCIN::::: | - M6 
The folly of a young fool may be {cen 
ln airy changes or an April green: 
An old fool's folly from the young is known, 
More fooliſh tis, as being better grown. 
D. 
£ he fault we can't conveniently reſign, 
We xeep, dreſs up, and make it very fines 
By ſome a merit it is ſoon allow'd, 


And of the hideous fav'rite we grow proud. 


D.. 


«x 
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154 ; 1 MAXIMS. 


| Dl, 


Where we obſerve the diſpoſition meek, 


We may conclude that mind leſs mild than weak; 


Whenof a conſtant fortitude devoid, 
In moments when not pleafingly employ'd, 


Fac temper cool is apt enough to burn, 


And all its Iweetnels into acid turn. 


DlTs 


Fortune we ſay is partial, when *tis clear 


Tho' difference may in her gifts appear, 
She gives them equal, or of good or ill, 


And compenſation keeps them even ſtill. 


D111, 


The cure of love, or whether ſmall or great, 


Elfected early is the moſt complete, 


piv. 


Tho' acts of human good diffuſive ſhine 


In radiant gleams partaking of divine; 


Yet {ct againſt them great addreſs, and try 


Winch throws moft dazzling rays before the eye. 


DV. 


A © gg 


DV. 
Let thoſe in love examine well the heart, 
The object has a very trifling part: 
Tis to the paſſion that this paſſion turns 
With love of ſelf alone the boſom burns. 


DVI. 
We know that with eſteem true friendſhip ends, 
We therefore hide gur follies from our friends: 
Once higher effort is of friendſhip known 


Endeavour to convince him of his own, 


pl. 

of wit at higheſt flow we ſhould cake care, 
And of our danger then be well aware : 
For off Our guard deſpitiag ſenſe or rule, 


Our wit may {pur us on to play the fool, 


| DV1IIE, 
Event ſhould teach us, when our aim we mils, 
Cha. all our power to act uncertain is: 
We think we act the operation done, 


Ve find we only have been acted on. 


NIX. 
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15% MAXIMS. 
4 DIX, 
|; Tho one porſalt m may influence the mind, 
| 5 Whilſt we ſuppoſe it only there inclin'd 
. 3 Inſenſibly ſome ſtrong affection may 
1 3* Attract the heart 8 purſuits A diff rent Ways 
4 — 
0 . Sobriety may for a virtue paſs 
4 And yet conſider'd is it of that claſs? 
1 Tis often of our health a cautious care, 
Or a debauch the head's too weak to bear, 
DRI. 
The being of true love is for the moſt 
Somew hat like our conception of a ghoſt: 
All can deſcribe its actions, ſhape and mien; 
But none can ſay they have the ſpectre ſeen, 
-- DX&ITs | | 
> Thoſe faults that the diſhoneſt inward feel 
They will not even to themſelves reveal : 4 
The honeſt own their faults to man and heav'n, 
And thus obtain ſome chance to be forgiv'n, 
brit. 
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DXI11, 5 


When to love's gentle paſſion we give way, 


Zell. love reigns moſt with arbitrary {way ; 


As pity on our ſorrows we implore, 
We rend the heart of thoſe whom we adore : 
If to our own their peace we ſacrifice, 
This may be love, but in à ſtrange diſguiſe, 
DX1V. 
T he body's organs well pertorm their part, 
Whea health directs the current of the heart: 
In what is right ſuch tranquil j joys we find, 
That wiſdom may be call'd our health of mind. 
vpxv. 
We may obſerve, of two extremes direct, 
Cuſtom and novelty have one effect: 
I 175 Friends or old or new thoſe charms decide, 
en their virtues and ther follies hide. 
DXVI. 
fact a covetous deſire 
poſleſs'd of what we much admire j 
un the value of what moſt we Prizes 


ir wiſhes to obtain poſſeſſion riſe ; nr, 
5 Theſe 


158 0 e MAXIMS. 
Theſe have ine; but, reach'd the top of all, 


This the full violence of love we call: 

To loſe what we our all of blifs eſteem 
Plants in the heart a violent extreme: 

By Chloe's falſehood if her charms we loſe, 
Reſentment for our diſappointed views, 
Averſion mortal ! gainſt her muſt create 


oY The more we lov'd, the more we now can hate. 


rl. 


A friend's good fortune we e 


i Ts't his ſucceſs that we felicitate ? 

No, if the motives of our joys we'd les arn, 

Our friends have in them but a ſmall concern: 
We are in hopes chat next our turn may come, 
At leaſt good luck is nearer to our home; 

Or from our friend's ſueceſs ſome proſpect new, 


Of ſeli-advantage, ſtarts upon our view, 


